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A Sense of Place

What does Chikaming Open Lands
really do? We could talk about
preserving over 1000 acres and how
people either donate their land or
enter into conservation easements
protecting their land forever. But
what does this really mean?

There are many reasons why people
want to preserve their property, but
what it really means is this: They
love their land and they want it to
remain the way it is for future
generations. In talking to many
landowners they want to preserve a
sense of place for family, friends,
and their community.

At Chikaming Open Lands, we help keep this sense of place alive
for people. We work with landowners to fulfill their wishes to
preserve their land in perpetuity. It is this connection to the land
that Chikaming Open Lands wants to help people preserve.

Three passionate
Harbert families, the
Fosters, Gazzolos and
Douglass clans,
recently donated their
land to COL and this
has become the newest
preserve, The Woods
Preserve. They
purchased this land
with the intention of
preventing it from being developed. They wanted to create a place
of serenity and tranquility for their families, a place they could
retreat to and feel the peace of the countryside and slower living.
And so they bought it up and left it in its natural state. During the
dedication ceremony for The Woods Preserve, Wylie Douglass
addressed the large crowd along with other members of the donor
families. “My mother had a sign on her wall and it read, ‘My soul
requires the tonic of wilderness.’”

This sense of place and connection to the land is important to Mike
James, one of the newest members of the COL Board of Directors.
During a recent conversation he talked about his experience living

on the edge of another of COL’s
preserves, the Louis J. Sima Great
Lakes Marsh located in New Buffalo.
He said, “Last winter was so cold that
the Galien River actually froze over. |
had misgivings about walking onto
the frozen water, but | had seen
hunters and fishermen do it so | knew
it was possible. | walked to the edge
of the river and then onto the river
and kept walking, right into the
marshy area that is not traversable
during the warmer months. | walked
over reeds and mouse trails, and
listened to the curious raptors
traveling above me. | went all the
way to the other side of the marsh
and it felt like the last great unexplored place in this area. Going
that far into the marsh is something not many people get to do and |
did it on that one very special day.” There is wonder, contentment,
and a deep sense of thankfulness in his voice as he tells this story.
These are the types of experiences COL hopes to instill with the
creation of public preserves.

Wanting to preserve a place is one of the most generous intentions
anyone can have. It is COL's mission to work with landowners to
fulfill their hopes for their land and ensure a sense of place which
is so important for a community's well being.

(Photos from “The Woods™ dedication ceremony: Top — a 3 family photo of the
donor families; Left — June Foster, Barbara Gazzolo; Right — a view of the crowd)

PROTECTING THE LLAND ~ PRESERVING OUR HERITAGE



The Chikaming Legacy

OUR LANDS, OUR LAND TRUST
Dear Members and Friends of Chikaming Open Lands,

Welcome to the Autumn 2011 edition of “The Chikaming Legacy”! This issue includes lots of updates
about our recent activity, including information about our Partners in Conservation program of which we
are very proud.

COL is very happy to announce the donation of The Woods Preserve, a six-acre woodland with
significant open and scenic frontage on Harbert Road. This newest preserve was dedicated on Labor Day
weekend, where 80-100 folks gathered on Harbert Road to celebrate the gift of land to COL by the
Foster, Douglass, and Gazzolo families. Named and unveiled at the dedication ceremony, family
members at the dedication expressed their connection to the land and to their land trust. On behalf of the
families, Wylie Douglass expressed: “We have only been waiting 30 years to find Chikaming Open
Lands. We wanted someone who had the wisdom and the commitment and the drive to take this from us
and preserve it into perpetuity, and we are delighted that we have come up with them.”

Chikaming Open Lands has now more than 1000 protected acres with the addition of The Woods
Preserve. We also have several important active land protection properties moving forward and expect to
successfully complete two of those by year’s end. You, our members and supporters, drive us to
continue preserving land that provide our special identity as individuals, families, and community — a
community as diverse as our landscape, from lakeshore to farm. As a newcomer, | am struck by the
beauty of this area and have written a few thoughts about the unique charm of our landscape.

Ode to Harbor Country

Her blue is like no other. Our dogs quicken their pace, beckoned by the smell. The surf
crashes as | search along the water’s edge for crinoids while an errant gull peers down
at us.

The kayak glides quietly, a silent voyager along a patch of water lilies. | am invisible. A
Great Blue Heron fishes along the shoreline. The silver gleam of a steelhead catches my
eye, the splash distracting the heron. She squawks at the unwanted guest.

A dragonfly buzzes by my ear and hovers lower beside a jack-in-the-pulpit. Great
Monarchs flap haphazardly, finding respite within the back dune forest as they migrate.
Solitude is sought within the embrace of sassafras, oak and poplar in the hollow.

Just steps away from the COL office, Robinson Woods awaits. Great oaks and thick
beeches stand as sentinels. A small path from East Road leads into the primordial cavern.
Awed and brainy humans are drawn to study these great woodlands and mark their
passage.

Green and gold tracts, jutted by riparian corridors of the Galien and its tributaries.
Pasture-fed cattle graze along the gentle slopes within the inland grid. We sow from and
celebrate the earth. Nearby, joe pye, great bluestem and aster parade
in the lowlands, punctuated by the cry of the sandhill crane.

Thank you for your invaluable membership and continued support of our
work at Chikaming Open Lands. We are deeply grateful!

Best regards,

Chwis Thompson

Executive Director

COL is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. All contributions are tax deductible to the full extent of the law.

www.chikamingopenlands.org



Membership News

COL Rallies in
Milwaukee!

Ninety-nine years ago on
October 14 in Milwaukee,
an assassin’s bullet failed to
kill President Theodore
Roosevelt because
Roosevelt’s 50-page speech

! was folded in his breast
MilwaukeSSenes - pocket and absorbed the
impact. He proceeded to
deliver the speech before seeking medical attention. Roosevelt is famously quoted as
having said, “It takes more than a bullet to stop a Bull Moose.”
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Returning to the exact location of this assassination attempt, the 2011 Land Trust
Alliance National Rally was opened on October 14 by President Rand Wentworth,
who referenced Roosevelt in saying, “It takes more than a recession to stop the land
conservation movement!”

Judging from the over 1,700 people in attendance, representing land trusts in all 50
states, and five foreign countries, Rand’s statement must be true! He added a
remarkable statistic — the acreage protected by private land trusts across America
would fill the entire state of Wisconsin!

COL’s three full-time staff members, along with two board members, attended Rally
and took advantage of seminars and workshops on a wide variety of topics. Midway
through Rally, COL board member Clay Robinson commented, “I was proud to sit in a
seminar on financial management of land trusts and discover that Chikaming Open
Lands is doing so much right! Sure, we all picked up new ideas, but basically we are
really on the right track.”

The skills and insights gained over the course of
Rally will help COL continue our important work.
Assistant Land Protection Specialist Susan
LaCroix was eager to return to Lakeside after her
all-day seminar on drafting conservation
easements. “I learned so much my brain aches,” g
she exclaimed. “It was great!” s y

, -The COL contingent arRallyr

At the year’s end, we look to you.

Chikaming Open Lands was here when The Woods Preserve needed a steward because
our community supports our work. We never know when a family will be ready to
protect their land, but you, our members, keep us active with your participation in clean-
up days, your attendance at our educational programs, and your financial

support. Together, we are the local land trust.

As the end of the year approaches, you know what that means — our annual appeal is
coming! We come to members twice a year, in the spring and again at year’s end, to
ask you to express your partnership with Chikaming Open Lands by making a tax-
deductible contribution. Just think, what would our memories be if southwest Michigan
became a suburb, or if invasive plants wiped out the native food needed by local
animals and migrating birds? Keep COL active in the community so we can be here
when land needs protecting. Thank you!

www.chikamingopenlands.org



Land Protection

At COL, we work very hard with local, private landowners to preserve land with conservation easements. A conservation easement is a
voluntary legal agreement between a landholder and Chikaming Open Lands that permanently limits the use of the land in order to
protect its natural features. It’s a great way to pass on a legacy from one
generation to the next, ensuring that land is protected forever.

Once property is put under easement, COL has a responsibility to make sure that
it stays in its agreed upon natural state. Every year, COL staff go into the field to
check each and every conservation easement — and this year is no exception!
Our new assistant land protection specialist, Susan Morley LaCroix, is busy
these days visiting all the landowners who have conservation easements on their
property. She says, “Monitoring the conservation easements has been great so
far! 1’m especially enjoying meeting all the landowners, hearing about why they
wanted their land preserved, and seeing why it is so special to them.” Having
such strong engagement from landowners makes this annual process go
smoothly and we have also been very lucky to have gorgeous autumn weather
making for great property walks.

The yearly monitoring process involves lots of people, from the landowners to
the volunteers who assist Susan with this task. It is absolutely a necessary Assistant Land Protection Specialist, Susan Morley LaCroix.
process and COL thanks all of you for your commitment to it!

Chikaming Open Lands and The Pokagon Fund join forces for the “Partners in Conservation” program

Earlier this year, COL received significant support for land conservation work when The Pokagon Fund awarded its largest grant to
date to a charitable organization. This award is part of COL’s new “Partners in Conservation Program” and is a matching grant. For
every dollar raised by COL and earmarked for the program, The Pokagon Fund will donate two dollars for a total of up to $300,000
each year for three consecutive years. The total grant award is up to $900,000.

Mary Dunbar, Executive Director of The Pokagon Fund states, “We have come to understand and appreciate the value of preserving
natural space — to protect the natural flora and fauna and enhance the experience of kayakers, birders, and hikers. We honor COL’s
achievements and are delighted to continue our support.”

Proceeds from The Pokagon Fund’s grant can be used to protect land in New Buffalo, Chikaming and Three Oaks Townships. This
will be accomplished either through establishing preserves — properties owned outright by Chikaming Open Lands — or by entering
into conservation easements with private landowners who retain ownership of their land.

The Pokagon Fund’s generous grant is a milestone for COL. After participating in the preservation of over 1,000 acres in the past
decade, this grant launches the organization well into a new decade of land preservation. Chris Thompson, COL Executive Director
states, “The work of COL is diverse. This grant from The Pokagon Fund will go a long way to helping us realize our goals in land
conservation within the three designated townships, but there are so many other facets to our work and we rely on our members and
other organizations for support. Stewardship, outreach, and education are all vitally important to the life of the organization. And our
work includes many other townships in southwest Michigan. We will continue to rely on our members and friends to keep us strong
and ensure that COL thrives into the future.”

The value of our newest preserve, The Woods, was applied toward this grant and there are other properties in the conservation
pipeline that will fit into this program as well. This summer was a busy time as we were able to initiate new land protection projects.
We are pleased with the community’s interest in protecting land from future development and we are equally pleased to be able to
enter into these agreements. We look forward to the time when we can tell you all about these wonderful properties. We can tell you
that the patchwork quilt of emerging protected properties is getting greener all the time. This Pokagon Fund grant and the ongoing
support and commitment of our members and friends makes it all possible. Thank you!

www.chikamingopenlands.org



Land Stewardship Z
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COL now has six fully-owned preserves! Being able to create these preserves increases green space and our access to tranquility and recreation
in nature. Also created is the need to maintain these areas through stewardship. In some cases, invasive species need to be controlled, in others
trails designated and cleared. As you can imagine, this takes time and financial resources. Aside from the initial preservation, stewardship is one
of the most important functions of COL. Our work doesn’t end with the creation of these spaces, it continues!

In light of this great stewardship need, we have appointed “lead stewards” for each of the preserves. We hope you’ll take a moment to read
updates about each of the preserves and the stewards who are taking the lead in maintaining them. And please note, we are thrilled to be able to
encourage the public to visit the Louis J. Sima Marsh by boat and Robinson Woods on foot, where trails are clearly designated. The other four
preserves are more delicate and we ask you to visit only with a COL staff or Stewarship Committee member. If you are interested in becoming
part of the land stewardship effort, we welcome your participation! Please contact the office for more information.

www.chikamingopenlands.org




Outreach

This year’s outreach events were interesting and very well attended! Events included the
Wildflower Road Show, Voyageur Canoe by night, Live Bat Encounter, Nature of the

Beach, fall color walk, and of course COL’s second annual benefit, Mingling at
Middlebrook. Thank you for your participation this year and be on the lookout for

January/February outings as we venture into the snowy abyss on cross-country skis at

Love Creek Nature Center (see below). Thanks also to the Kip Miller and Pat
Underwood, naturalists at Love Creek, for helping us provide unique programming
this year! For more photos, please visit our website’s photo gallery.

This year’s Bat Encounter with the Organization for
Bat Conservation’s Rob Mies was a huge success!
Everyone was delighted to learn about these
wonderful mammals.

$ Rob brought 4 live bats
" and lots of energy to
teach us all about

b ‘
This year, we introduced the Louis J.
' Sima Great Lakes Marsh by VVoyageur

moonlight, that is! Even though we
had to delay this excursion due to

Mingling at Middlebrook — COL’s Second Annual Benefit

This very well-attended event took place at Middlebrook Farm near Three Oaks and
featured products from Middlebrook Farm, Local, Greenbush Brewery, and Founders
Winery. There were wonderful raffle prizes and great views of the cows! For more
views and info, go to the website for a full summary.

Prolific
wildflowers
carpeted Warren
Woods, and Pat
Underwood
from Love
Creek Nature
Center helped us
find them. So many beautiful
flowers, so little time....

-

From the geology of the beach
and how it was formed, to the
creatures living there, “Nature of
the Beach” was a blast! We even
saw a velvet ant, a rare sight for
that time of year.

Cross-Country Skiing this winter! Mark your
calendars: January 14 and February 4 (Saturdays),
we’ll hit the trails at Love Creek for some hiking
and cross-country skiing. We’ll plan to meet at
Love Creek at AR D90 fo
11:00 am. Check [ "% \\ gt

the website for i
updates or
cancellations due
to weather. Bring
some food to
share for a bit of
social time
afterwards.

www.chikamingopenlands.org



Benefit Land Protectors

($250 tickets or donated $250+ to benefit)
Ms. Patricia Cox

Mr. & Mrs. David Eblen

Stan & Ann Dudley Goldblatt

Ms. Deone Jackman

Mr. Jim Hutter

Mr. Alan Palmer & Mr. Bill Lindblom
Mrs. Russell J. Parsons

Mr. & Mrs. William Racine

Charles Rizzo

Mr. & Mrs. Lee Stahl 111

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Van Nice

Ms. Barbara Warren

Benefit Conservationists
($100 tickets or donated under $250 to
benefit)

Jon & Jodie Altman

Linda Anderson

Mr. & Mrs. Carl Anderson
Ms. Jackie Anderson

Nancy & Walter Aque

Mr. & Mrs. Jack Arnold

Mrs. Richard Beach

Ms. Carol Morley Beck

Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Bogert
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Bossu

Mr. & Mrs. Benton K. Brodie
Rev. Noel & Dr. Judith Brown
Geraldine M. Burke

Dick & Jane Campbell

Mr. & Mrs. Amedo Cappola
Mr. & Mrs. Roger Carlson
Eleanor & Fred Coe

Mr. Daniel J. Coffey

Mr. & Mrs. & Andrew Coolidge
Andy & Peggy Cooper

Gale & Dana Crowne

Mr. & Mrs. Vaughn Culp
Allison & Fred Daley

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph DeCamp
Beth Denton & Bill Burck
Ms. Diane DeWitt

We would also like to acknowledge our current Business Members, and to encourage all of our

2011 Benefit Donors/Business Members

Ms. Nora Duffy

Mr. & Mrs. Burton J. Fishman
Mary L. Fox

Suzanne & Albert Friedman

Mr. & Mrs. Marshall B. Front
Scott Gill & Bill Stegeman
Debbie Goldenthal

Mr. & Mrs. Mike Gordon

Mrs. Sylvia Gordon

Mr. & Mrs. Terry Hanover
Ms.Janice H. Harrison

Mr. Tom Hemingway

Mr. Richard Heriford

Mr. & Mrs. Frederic Hickman
Carol A. Hogan

Cynthia Homan & MK Czerwiec
Ms. Jane Hoyer

Mr. & Mrs. Martin Hughes

Kyle & Sally Hunneke

Mr. Robert Ingersoll

Mrs. Warren Ingersoll

Victoria Jackson

Mr. Mike James

Mr. Jonathan Janott & Mr. Don Hermann
Mr. & Mrs. Mike J. Jasper

Mrs. George Johnson

Candice & Eugene Johnston

Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Kaiser

Mr. Robert Kemper

Beverly Gilmore & Peter Keseric
Mr. & Mrs. Richard A. Kochanny
Mr. & Mrs. Martin Koldyke
Mark Kroll & David Aaker

The Kuppe Family

Thomas & Sara LaCroix

Mary Lambert

Mark & Carol LaRose

Frank Lentine & Rita Stols

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Lindeman
Scott & Kathy Loess

David P. Germain & Robert D. LoPrete
Ms. Gail Lowrie

Mr. George Lucas

Alene Valkanas & James McComb
James McDonough

members to thank them for supporting Chikaming Open Lands!

Business Members
Abonmarche Consultants
Burdick, Engeln & Schwartz
Center of the World Woodshop
Charm Cottage

Classic Catering

Daniel J. Coffey, Inc.
Founders Wine Cellar

Frecklefarm
Greenbush Brewery
Horizon Bank

JF New

Andy Kendall Lighting
Lakewood Estates
Local

Lovell & Whyte
Luisa's Café

www.chikamingopenlands.org

Chikaming Open Lands wishes to acknowledge the following individuals and organizations for their generous
support of our Mingling at Middlebrook benefit! A full list of donors will be published in the Spring, 2012 newsletter.
Please accept our sincere apologies for any unintentional errors or omissions and let us know by calling (269) 469-2330 or
e-mailing us at info@chikamingopenlands.org so that we may correct them in future publications.

Mr. Andrew McGhee

Mary Stewart McPherson & John Gunner Gooch
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Meeks

Cindy & Steve Mitchell

Sue Morley

Carol & Steve Mullins

Linda Puvogel & Michael O'Halloran
Mr. & Mrs. William Oostenbrug

Ms. Dottie Pattishall

Rob Gow & Chris Pfauser

Irwin & Andra S. Press

Mr. & Mrs. Louis Price

Dr. & Mrs. William K. Purdy

Jack Raba & Suzanne Muellman

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Richter

Clay & Barb Robinson, Jr.

Joan & Jeremy Rose

Lou & Marilyn Rose

Harold S. & Margo S. Russell

Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Rydholm

Ken & Jean Schiffer

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Schwartz, Jr.
Mark Seaman

Ms. Jean W. Sharp

Steven K. Shevell & Jeanne C. Marsh
Rhonda Rochambeau & Larry Schulman
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Sims

Allen R. Smart & Brian Hollander
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Smith

Richard & Nancy Spain

Ms. Christine Stevens

Diana & Houston Stokes

Ms. Linda K. Strohl

Tim Sullivan & Mike Humphrey
Nancy Baird & Robert Tatina

Chris & Sandra Thompson

Stanley Tigerman & Margaret McCurry
Mr. & Mrs. Alvin Turner

Ms. Christa Van Ermen

Donald Meyer & Tana Vaughan

Mrs. Patricia Werhane

Ms. Joyce White

Mr. & Mrs. Gary Wood

Thanks also to everyone who purchased raffle tickets!

Michigan Thyme
Middlebrook Farm
New Buffalo Savings Bank
Pizzo & Associates
REMAX Harbor Country
Season's Harvest

Viola’s Cafe

Wightman & Associates
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