EXPANDING

KNOWLEDGE THROUGH
SCIENTIFIC EXPLORATION

One of the reasons we work so hard to
conserve land in this area is to protect
and restore habitat for all the creatures
that call this corner of Southwest
Michigan home—particularly ones that
are threatened.

One such critter is the massasauga
rattlesnake, the only venomous snake
found in Michigan. This notoriously
timid snake is currently listed by the
state as a “species of special concern”—
Michigan is its last stronghold. Itisalsoa
candidate for a federal listing as “threatened”.

There were reports that massasauga
were present on one of the preserves we
own, but we wanted to collect scientific
data on whether a population was
indeed present. Andrews University
was interested too, so we partnered
with a professor and students in the
biology department to do a field study
in the spring and summer of 2015. The

data collected could help us secure

L

Dr. Daniel Gonzalez, Assistant Professor of
Biology at Andrews University

funding for restoration activities

and to acquire neighboring land for
preservation, particularly if the US Fish &
Wildlife Service categorizes the snake as
“threatened”.

In early May, an adult male massasauga,

whom we have named Marvin (pictured
above), did in fact make his way into
one of our traps. Marvin’s existence
means that there were at least two other
massasaugas present here at the same
time (to conceive Marvin). This tells us
that there is at least a small population
present on the preserve. We plan to
continue and expand the study in 2016 to
include a population study and habitat
analysis, which will help guide our
management of the preserve.

This is the first scientific field study we
have conducted in partnership with a
research University, and a great example
of how we have been able to deepen our
expertise and grow our partnerships.

We have a group of dedicated
volunteers that help us manage our
10 nature preserves. In 2015, these
folks put in 560 hours to create trails,
remove invasive plants, and
inventory plant and animals present
in our preserves.

With the acquisition of Jens
Jenson Preserve and the
Tower Hill Camp
conservation easement, we
have protected 8,100 trees
near the lakeshore in Sawyer.

All of it is possible because of you—members of the : ' #
Chikaming Open Lands family that is now more than : 0
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A COMMUNITY

COMES TOGETHER

When 23 acres
of high-quality
i woodland

| situated west
of Red Arrow
Highway in
Sawyer went

: on the market
in 2015, the
neighbors were
: understandably
concerned.

i The property’s
% location near
the lakefront
and adjacent

" to an existing
nature area made it highly desirable, and
there was a real threat that a developer would
snap it up.

Some of those neighbors came to Chikaming
Open Lands with an idea. What if we could
bring the surrounding community together
in a grassroots effort to protect that property
in its natural state?

A plan came together: the conservancy would
put up half the funds to acquire the property,

>

<7
Chikamin

o1 Open Lands
2N

derived from a Pokagon Fund grant and
individual supporters, and we would work
with neighbors and community members to
raise the other half. We had 120 days.

We put together an ambitious fundraising
plan, and recruited ambassadors from each
of the surrounding neighborhoods to help
us mobilize their friends and neighbors. And
it worked! In an extraordinary example of
an engaged community rallying to action,
nearly 160 individuals and businesses came
together and raised the necessary funds

to protect this important woodland. The
Jens Jensen Preserve officially became
Chikaming Open Lands’ 10th nature
preserve in March of 2015. Since then, we've
conducted a natural features inventory, built
trails, and installed informational signage
and trail markers in the preserve.

But while Chikaming Open Lands owns and
manages this preserve, it’s not just ours. It’s
yours. Jens Jensen is open to the public for
hiking, birdwatching, cross country skiing, or
simply stopping to enjoy the sights, sounds
and restorative tranquility of nature—a
wonderful open space, preserved forever, by
the community, for the community!

Chikaming Open Lands 2015 Income

1%
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* Interest

Grant Income

Contributions:
Individuals &
Businesses

Sale of donated
non-conservation

property

Earned Income

Chikaming Open Lands 2015 Expenses

4%

Program services,
including day-to-day
operations and costs
incurred for land
protection, stewardship
and outreach activities

Fundrasing, including
materials in support
of raising funds

Management
and General

Figures are under audit at time of press. 2015 financial statements
will be available for review upon request once complete.

2015 Income

Contributions: $395,574

Individuals
& Businesses

Grant Income
Earned Income

Sale of donat?.d
non-conservation

property
Interest

TOTAL

$47,531
$7,817
$161,814

$1,210

Change In Net Assets
Dec. 31,2014 $4,258,672
Net Assets
Dec. 31,2015 $4,238,020
Net Assets

2015 Donor Listings

Chikaming Open Lands wishes to acknowledge the following individuals and
organizations for their generous support and assistance. Gifts listed were received
January 1,2015 through December 31,2015. Note that in the event of multiple gifts,
they have been totaled within the unrestricted or restricted sections. Please accept
our sincere apologies for any unintentional errors or omissions and let us know by
calling (269) 405-1006 or emailing us at COL@chikamingopenlands.org so that we
may correct future listings.

Gifts Restricted to Land
Protection Projects

Special thanks to the following
donors, whose contributions
made the named projects
possible.

Jens Jensen Preserve*
(Save the Trails Campaign):

$10,000+

Melvin & Randy Berlin
Earl & Brenda Shapiro
Foundation

$1,000-2,500

Tom & Julie Belka

Terri & William Breach

Maureen & Vaughn Culp

Paul Dumke

Greg & Vickie Kaiser

Leo & Susan Krusack

Mina Kuppe

Janis Kanter & Tom
McCormick

Michigan Nature Association

Marilyn & Leo Nelson

The Prairie Club

Southwestern Michigan
Association of REALTORS

$500-999

Hilary Critchfield

Tom Hackley & Emily
Bettencourt

Harbert Business Association
Bob & Michelle Ingersoll
Francis Kelly

Tom & Susan McDonough
Dr. Scott McKee

Bill & Donna Neill

John & Marlene Shales

Chip & Janada Steffey

$250-499

Penny Anderson
Richard & Nancy Baum
Larry Bergman
Suzanne Dissette
Scott Elrick
Richard & Mary Hall
EnRico & Amy Heirman
Eileen & Richard Kochanny
Nelson & Phyllis Pelletier
William & Nancy Racine
RE/MAX Harbor Country:
-Dan Coffey
-Maureen Culp
-Tom Hemingway
-Mary Lou Johnson
-George Lucas
Diana & Richard Spurgin
Susan Walsh
Barbara Warren
Mary & Jim White
Women Outdoors
Susan Woodrow

Up to $249

Arthur Anderson

Andrea Bechert &
Dawn Zelgadlo

Elizabeth Becker

Patricia Craig

Bernie & Beth Dahl

David & Susan Eblen

Douglas & Ellen Elrick

Nancy Felton-Elkins

Paula Flanagan

Robert & Jeanne Ganchiff

Louisa Gehlmann

Geraldine Hletko

Christine Hoskinson

Janice Johnson

John & Joanne Keefe

Frances Kent

Amy Leadstrom

Eric & Audrey Lester

Sarah Mansberger

Rachel Maranto

The Mueller Family

Joanne Nadelhoffer

Robert & Joan Nielson

Mary Oyer

Ryan J. Postema

Scott & Grace Rappe

Joseph Reed

River Valley Garden Club

Mark & Sally Rosen

Adam Rosenthal

Laurel Salvador

Ashley Schilling

Daryl Schmidt

Julie Schwarz

Steven Shevell &
Jeanne Marsh

Bob Tatina & Nancy Baird

John & Susan Tingle

Katherine VandeBrake

Barb White

Constance Wolf

Jeanne & Errol Zimmerman

*Save the Trails gifts
received before January 1,
2015 were listed in last year’s
Annual Report

Village of Michiana
Lakefront Protection
Project:

Mr. & Mrs. Walter Carr
Ruth Davis

Kay Hartmann

Mark Heister, Ph.D.
Timothy Iverson

Karen & Andrew Jacobs
Jurate & Carl Landwehr
William Napleton
Timothy Nelson

Richard Schillo

Michael Tolentino
Muriel Weinberg

Knack Lane

Property Donation:

Ruth Knack, in memory of
William A. Knack

Grand Beach Marsh
Restoration and
Improvements

Ellen Frankle

Village of Grand Beach

Grants Received From:

Chauncey & Marion D.
McCormick Family
Foundation

Heart of Cook Foundation

Land Trust Alliance

Southwestern Michigan
Association of REALTORS

STS Foundation

Annual Unrestricted Gifts**
Received January 1 through
December 31, 2015

The Conservation Circle
Conservation Circle members
make annual, unrestricted
gifts of $1,000 or more to
Chikaming Open Lands.

$10,000+

Alan & Cynthia Berkshire
Earl & Brenda Shapiro
Foundation

Barbara R. Parsons
Richard & Nancy Spain

$5,000-9,999

Scott & Rosemary Gunnison
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Keiser
Gregory Kerrigan
Louisa Rice Malkin
Scott & Laura Malkin
Robert Parsons &

Victoria J. Herget
Charles Rizzo
Clay & Barb Robinson

Larry Shulman & Rhonda
Rochambeau

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Van Nice

$2,000-4,999

Meredith & Eugene Clapp
Ron Farina

Susan Flynn

Mr. & Mrs. Stanford Goldblatt
Greg & Vickie Kaiser

Gerald & Beverly Kohn
Elizabeth Malkin

Mr. Andrew McGhee

John & Connie McKeague
Randy Mitchell &

Lisa Gregg Mitchell
Rose Parisi & Donald Meckley
Linda Puvogel &

Michael 0’Halloran
William & Nancy Racine
Keith & Marnie Schwartz
Frank & Joanne Sims
Stephen & Jean Smith
Jim & Martha Stevens-

Gingrich
Gregory & Susan Wilson

$1,000-1,999

Roger K. Allen
Shirley Anderson
Walter & Nancy Aque
Rigel Barber
Stephen & Jackie Bossu
Andrew & Emily Coolidge
Maureen & Vaughn Culp
David & Susan Eblen
Eleanor 0. Wilson Trust
Sharon & Rick Ellingsen
Joseph & Patti Jo Farago
Ms. Rosemary Flinn
Peter & Megene Forker
Marshall & Laura Front
John & Martha Gibson
Melvin & Susan Gray
Chris & Jessica Hehmeyer
Julia & Marty Hughes
Ms. Ann Ingersoll
Joseph Jeziorski
Brian & Dorothy Kern
Cristy & David Laier
Dr. Richard Lazar &

Ms. Jessica Tampas
Mr. George S. Lucas
Lynn & Eva Maddox
Bob McDermott &

Sarah Jaicks
Stephen & Cindy Mitchell
Carol & Steve Mullins
Michael & Jane Murray
James M. & llona S. Neis
0ak Lodge Foundation
James Parsons
Irwin & Andra Press
Frank & Theresa Richter
Harold & Margo Russell
Dr. Paul S. Russell
Jo Anne Rydholm
Bob Scales & Mary Keefe
Thomas & Carole Shortlidge
Allen Smart & Brian Hollander
Lee & Susan Stahl, Il
Karen & Lee Strohl
Bob Tatina & Nancy Baird
Christopher & Jennifer

Thompson
Errett & Julia Van Nice
Terrence & Janice Walsh
Don White
Janet Ytterberg

$500-999

Tremaine A. Atkinson

Aileen Blackwell

Rev. W. Noel & Dr. Judith
Brown

Burton & Anne Fishman

Karen & Bruce Gear

Meredith George

Dennis Grether

Frederic & Katherine Hickman

Susan & Ronald Hillman

Richard & Jean Ann Hughes

Dan & Sharon Hunter-Smith

Nancy Johnson

Jean & Cynthia Joho

David & Frankie Kirby

Eileen & Richard Kochanny

Robert & Debbie Meeks
Thomas & Lanie Myron
Catherine Nowacki
Margaret Overton

Louis & Barbara Price
William & Mollie Purdy
Scott & Grace Rappe
Richard & Patricia Schnadig

Stanley Tigerman &
Margaret McCurry

Gary & Leslie Wood

$250-499

David & Jessica Axelrod

Edward & Tracey Benford

Ingrid & Phil Berman

The Berrien County Birdathon
Fanatical Cuckoos

Lee & Lisa Bloom

John Bokina

Herb & Beth Carlson

David & Dale Clarke

Cristina Corely

Michele & John Donley

Thomas Everill

David Foster & Melissa Wynne

Ellen Frankle

William Gibson & Stephen
Jenkins

Deborah Hall-Kaylor & Allan
Kaylor
Michael & Donna Heckathorn
Philip & Elizabeth Kinsella
Michael & Patricia Koldyke
Thomas & Martha Lindeman
Scott & Kathleen Loess
Richard & Georgia Lyman
Jim Maslanka

The Matthew Konen Hysell
Birdathon Team

Regina McCord

Joseph & Marilyn Miller

Janice Muhr

Robert Murphy

Caro Parsons

Werner & Sue Petterson

Katherine R. Pick

George & Andrea Platz, Ill

Harvey & Elizabeth Plotnick

Jack Raba & Suzanne
Muellman

John Michael Rafkin &
Anita Levin

Ron & Jill Rohde

Susan & Charles Schwartz

Steven Shevell & Jeanne
Marsh

Reid & Franki Smith
Tom & Kathy Stillman
Tim & Anne Walsh
Richard & Jamee Wiet
Peter & Stephanie Wind

$125-249

Lloyd & Jo Ellen Anderson
Nancy Brandt

Renton & Mary Jane Brodie
Gail & Raymond Chapman
Eleanor & Fred Coe

Joan Coogan

Andy & Peg Cooper

Allison & Fred Daley
James & Martha Davis
Joseph & Jill DeCamp
Thomas & Linda Dunne
Charlene Eblen

William & Cindy Ellis
Thomas & Sheryl Farnham
Beverly Fields

Mary Alexis & H. James Fox
Mary L. Fox

James & Georgiana Gormley
Ronald & Karen Horning
Matt Hysell
Victoria Jackson
James Kartheiser & Katherine
Kennedy-Kartheiser
Margaret Kohring
Cyndi Maxey
Mary McPherson &
John Gunner Gooch

Betty & Peter Meyerink

Ken Morrison & Kaleen
Hogan Morrison

George & Karen Petraitis

David & Laura Ray

Paul & Paula Rohr

Jeremy Rose

Lou & Marilyn Rose

Nancy & Walter Schamu

Ken & Jean Schiffer

Arlene Semel

Nancy Sheila Simonian

Ursula Storb & Terry Martin

James Szyman & Brian Kosek

Eileen Thompson &
Duayne Fulton

Raymond & Gay Weber

Alice Wilder

Up to $124

Fakhruddin & Mary Adamiji
Ellen Alberding

Carlos & Frances Alcantra
Donna Jo Allen

Eileen & Josh Alper

Linda Anderson &
Paul Cromheecke

Pamela Wrenn Anderson
Carolyn Andress
Dale & Laura Ashcraft
George & Kathy Ball
Ed Bancroft & Patricia Collins
Paula Bartholome
Beach Garden Club
Robert Beemer
Kate Bensen
Joel & Carole Bernstein
Glenn & Dolores Bjorkman
Scott Bloom
Nicholas & Sally Bogert
Joan & Fred Bogwill
Debra Betts Bork
Shirley Bumba
Richard & Brenda Carlson
Thomas Cavenagh
Albert & Suzanne Chapman
Carl & Phyllis Christ
Jeannine Cleary &
Frank Tenbrink
Neil Cohen
Daniel & Phyllis Collins
Daniel Collison &
Elizabeth Meister
Victoria Cooper
James & Rita Crimmins
Dan Dale & Nancy Jones
Barbara Danelson
Margo & Raoul Davion
James & Patricia Dayton
David Derbyshire &
Ellen LaFountain
Louis & Cathy Desenberg
Philip DeVore
Rita M. Dickey
Douglass Family Harbert
Partnership
Robert & Teresa Douglass
Richard & Vicki Dufour
Benjamin Dunville
William Scott Eblen
Carter & Susan Emerson

Charlene Ferguson
Ted & Sharon Flint
Thomas E. Flint
Judy & Bob Fogarty
Melissa Foster
Barbara Franzon
Becky Frederick
Mary Carol, Daniel &
Michael Gapen
Betty J. Gibson
Jayne A. Gibson
John & Shelley Giesecke
Timothy Gilfoyle &
Mary Rose Alexander
Robert & Kimberly Glowniak

Susan Gottfried &
Michael Marcinuck

Bruce & Sue Gottschall
Patricia Gran

Ralph & June Grandle

Viki & Ray Gudas

Amy Hanley

Marni Kent Hansell & Family
Kay Hartmann

Jane Heron

Cynthia Homan &

Mary Kay Czerwiec
William & Greta Hurst
Sarah Ives
Rubia Jasinevicius
David & Anne Johnson
Barbara June
Laurie Kagann
Robert & Janet Kallberg
Linda & Bruce Kaskel
Paul Kent
Herbert Kirst & Peggy Hillman
Joel & Kristin Klass
Steven Koch
Michael Koch-Weser &

Kristin Vondruska
Jason & Michelle Kropp
John & Justine Krsul
Ken & Karen Kuchar
Nancy Kurshan
Patricia Lauth
Sandy & Pete Leydorf
Elizabeth & Jeff Lindau-

Dunlap
Lauri & Kent Lindquist
Gail Lowrie
Bill Lucas
John MacManus
Bruce & Carole Magnuson
Ronald & Marlene Magnuson
William & Shari Massey
Robin & Mariele McBride
John & Gwen McKee
Diana Meckley
Richard & Donna Meckley
Ernest Melichar
Gabriella Meredith
Paul Meredith
Clayton Miller
Andre Moncrieff
Michael & Patricia Moon
Elaine Moragne
Betsy Morgan
Donna Morgan & Brad Lyerla
Thomas Myers & Jeffrey

Ramsey
Elizabeth Nellums
Harry & Lynda Olson
Cindi & Gary Papendick
Jill & Garnet Patterson
Eugine & Lois Pavalon
Sue Phelan
Kurt Philipps-Zabel
Gunner Piotter & Alana

Johnston
Bonnie & Kenneth Pletcher

Kenneth & Cyndy Priest
Theresa Priest
Ravi Ricker & Cheryl Noel
Karen Ristau
River Valley Garden Club
Laura Roberts &

Mark Montgomery
L. Vern & Sally Robinson
Arne Rode
Harry Rosenberg
Milda Roszkiewicz
John Satalic & Diane Aigotti
Gerald & Peggy Schaffer
Francis & Irene Scholer
John & Marlene Shales
Jean W. Sharp
Albin & Barbara Sikora
David & Jennifer Sims
Horace & Susan Smith
Lewis & Ellen Smith
Lowell & Kim Smith
George & Sandra Soper
Hugh & Susan Stevens
Gina Stevenson
Charles & Rosanne Stewart
Paul & Anne Stumpf

Timothy Sullivan &

Mike Humphrey
Karen & Tom Tarpley
Jacques & Kendra Theriot
Nick & Elaine Thomopoulos
Nancy M. Trainor
Mary Ellen Travis
Dean & Renee Vallas
Paul & Marjorie Valliere
Molly & Jeremy VanDerMeid
James & Lorraine Veldman
Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Votava
Nancy Waichler
Jeannine & Richard Warner
Kenneth & Marie Wester
Joyce White
Eileen Willenborg &

Jane Melnick
Richard & Arleen Willey
Janet Wolski
Michael D. & Judith W. Wright
Cyrus & Lucia Young
Harold & LaVerne Zeiger
Jeanne & Errol Zimmerman
**Please note that Barn
Benefit purchases are not
included in the Honor Roll
Listing.

Honoraria and Memorials

The following honoraria and
memorial gifts were received
in 2015.

In honor of...

Julia, Noah & Wyatt Axelrod,
from David & Jessica Axelrod

William & Madge Cloud, from
Maureen & Vaughn Culp

Judy Cottel, from Elaine
Moragne

David & Susan Eblen,
from Charlene Eblen

Don & Rosemary Flinn,
from Nancy & Walter
Schamu

Harold Gibson, from Francis &
Irene Scholer

Leah & Maurice Glaser,
from Margo & Raoul Davion

Bill Hurst, from Judy &
Bob Fogarty

Anna & Finn James, from
John MacManus

Don Meckley & Rose Parisi,
from Diana Meckley and
Richard & Donna Meckley

Jeffrey Semel, from Arlene
Semel

Jean Sharp, from Clayton
Miller

Peter & Jeanie Van Nice,
from Louis & Cathy
Desenberg and Gunner
Piotter & Alana Johnston

In memory of...

Cynthia E. Allen, from
Roger K. Allen

Raymond Almer, from
Molly & Jeremy VanDerMeid

David H. Bell, from Michael D.
& Judith W. Wright

Eddy & Gertrude Borg,
from Christine Hoskinson

Helen Culp, from Maureen &
Vaughn Culp

Judy DeVore, from Phillip
DeVore

Eugene & Edna Dissette,
from Suzanne Dissette

Ben Drier from Robert &
Debbie Meeks

Larry Elkins, from Nancy
Felton-Elkins

Paul Fields, from Beverly
Fields

Carl Franzon, from Barbara
Franzon

Carol Girton, from Richard &
Jean Ann Hughes

Jean Goodman Stumpf, from
Paul & Anne Stumpf

Bev Hahn, from Debra
Betts Bork

Mary Ann Johnson, from
Robert & Debbie Meeks
and Stephen & Jean Smith

Matthew E. Kern, from Brian &
Dorothy Kern

Mike Lagone, from James
Szyman & Brian Kosek

Lyal Lauth, from Patricia Lauth

George & JoAnne Luther,
from Karen & Bruce Gear

John K. McCord, from
Marni Kent Hansell &
Family and Sandy &
Pete Leydorf

George & Gladys Novy, from
Gail & Raymond Chapman

George & Rebecca Peapples,
from Alice L. Wilder

Joanne Reid, from Mary L. Fox

Charles Semel, from Arlene
Semel

Anne & Bill Stevens, from
Burton & Anne Fishman,
Hugh & Susan Stevens and
Jim & Martha Stevens-
Gingrich

Richard Waichler, from
Regina McCord

William Wendling, from
Dennis Grether

Virginia White, from Barbara R.

Parsons

Steven Whitman, from Nancy
Kurshan

Bob Wrenn, from Pamela
Wrenn Anderson

Dean Zeiger, from Harold &
LaVerne Zeiger

Business Members

Cardno

Falatic’s Meat Market

Fruitbelt Sparkling Fruit Tonic

Fusion Design Group

George Lucas, RE/MAX
Harbor Country

Graham Services

Great Lakes Scientific
Greenbush Brewing Company

Hoerr Schaudt Landscape
Architects

Hutter & Associates

Lovell & Whyte

Maureen Culp, RE/MAX
Harbor Country

Millie’s Antiques

New Buffalo Savings Bank

Orbis Environmental
Consulting

Paul Dumke

Prism Science and Technology

Ramer Products

RE/MAX Harbor Country of
Union Pier and of New
Buffalo

Rob Gow & Chris Pfauser,
Berkshire HathawaylKoenig
Rubloff Realty Group

Sawyer Hardware & Lumber

Schwartz Law Office, PLC

Tabor Hill Winery and
Restaurant

Dr. Kyle L. Vonk, DDS

Barn Benefit Partners
Thanks to our very

generous hosts:

Deborah & Elzie Higginbottom

RE/MAX Harbor Country at
Union Pier & at New Buffalo

Prism Science and Technology

Cardno

George Lucas, RE/MAX
Harbor Country

New Buffalo Savings Bank

Orbis Environmental
Consulting

Rob Gow & Chris Pfauser,
Berkshire HathawaylKoenig
Rubloff Realty Group

Karen Strohl

Tabor Hill Winery & Restaurant

Errett & Julia Van Nice

Maureen Culp, RE/MAX
Harbor Country

Bentwood Tavern

Berrien County Parks

Chef Jackie Shen

The Dunes Club

Granor Farm

Greenbush Brewing Company

Brad Hindsley

The John G. Shedd Aquarium

Local

Mesa Luna

Kevin Mize

New Buffalo Sailing
Excursions

Red Arrow Roadhouse
RE/MAX

Sawyer Garden Center
Jeanie & Peter Van Nice



