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A LETTER FROM THE
BOARD PRESIDENT

Preserve in New Buffalo; the acquisition of Trillium Woodlands
Preserve in Niles and the Lakeside Woods property in Lakeside
(in the latter case, thanks to the generosity of an anonymous
donor); further expansion of COL’s popular community outreach
programs; and a wonderful farm-to-table fundraising dinner at
Granor Farm... to mention just some of the highlights. On behalf
of the entire COL Board, a huge thank you to our devoted
supporters, staff and volunteers! Our success is your success.

Looking forward to this coming year, I can share the news that
we have identified a property which will become the “Founders
Preserve” in honor of COL’s founders, Jean & Steve Smith and
Jeanie & Peter Van Nice, and specifically in memory of Peter,
who passed away in 2022. More information on this new
preserve will follow, but for now I can confirm that this property
is in a prominent location right here in Chikaming Township.

I’ll leave you with my new favorite quote about nature,
compliments of Margaret Atwood: “In the Spring, at the end of
the day, you should smell like dirt.” It may not seem like it yet,
but Spring IS on its way. We truly hope you will get outside,
enjoy COL’s preserves, and get a little freshly thawed dirt on
your shoes!

With Gratitude,

Richard Spain
President, Board of Directors

Dear Members and Friends,

And so we grow! 2024 was another banner
year for Chikaming Open Lands: a
phenomenally successful benefit (thank you
to our hosts, Janis Kanter & Tom McCormick);
the opening of Myron Perlman Nature
Preserve in Buchanan and Castle Keep
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VENTURING NORTH:

A red-backed salamander found on the propety

VENTURING NORTH: 
A NEW PROPERTY IN ST. JOE
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MAKING LASTING MEMORIES

Ernie at Robinson Woods

Pat, Ellie & Boris Mullins
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Tui on his log at Robinson Woods

MAKING LASTING MEMORIES

Pat, Ellie, and Boris hiking in the snow
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MAKING LASTING MEMORIES

mailto:col@chikmaingopenlands.org
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CREATE YOUR LEGACY

Leave a legacy that will preserve our
cherished natural places FOREVER.

Including Chikaming Open Lands (COL) in your estate
plan is a wonderful way to create a lasting legacy and
protect the unique natural, rural character of this special
place for generations to come.

Ways to make your legacy gift:
Make a gift of cash, investments, or other assets to COL
in your will or trust.
Name COL as a beneficiary of your IRA or other
retirement plan.
Designate COL as a beneficiary of your life insurance
policy.
Make a gift of real estate to COL to be managed as a
nature preserve, or to be sold with the proceeds
supporting our work.

To learn more about making legacy gifts, contact our
office at (269) 405-1006.
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Earth Day Work Day
Trillium Woodlands
Preserve
Tues. April 22
10 AM - Noon ET
Come clean up our newest
preserve this Earth Day.
Removing trash from our
this preserve will help create
space for the spring
wildflowers!

Join COL in controlling
invasive shrubs throughout
the many habitats protected
at this 11-acre preserve
located in Grand Beach, MI. 

Invasive Control at
Grand Beach Marsh  
Preserve
Sat. April 12
10 AM - Noon ET

Help us continue to restore
native habitat by removing
invasives at one of our
largest preserves located in
Union Pier, MI.

Invasive Control at
Leonard Wildlife
Preserve 
Sat. May 10
10 AM - Noon ET

We like to plan ahead! Advance registration for
stewardship days is encouraged.
Contact our Stewardship Manager Dan Engel at
dengel@chikamingopenlands.org or call (269) 405-1006 to let us
know you’re coming. No equipment or experience is required to
participate. Just bring sturdy shoes, weather-appropriate clothing,
and a positive attitude!

2025 SPRING STEWARDSHIP
WORK DAYS 

Phragmites Spading at
Grand Beach Marsh
Preserve
Sat. June 14
10 AM - Noon ET
Check out your progress from
our April workday and learn
how we remove phragmites
from our preserves. This
pesky invasive pushes out
native wetland plants and
soaks up all the water!
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STORYWALK ON THE
PRESERVES
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Join us on the first day of
spring as we learn about
how to be better neighbors
to our bats! 

Good Bat Neighbor
Presentation
Thurs. March 20
4 - 5:30 PM ET
University of Chicago 
Field Station

Winning photographs from
COL photography
competitions will be
displayed along the hiking
trails at Robinson Woods
Preserve, transforming it into
an outdoor art gallery. We’re
proud to feature this event
as part of Harbor Country’s
Art Attack 2025! 

Gallery Hike
Sat. April 26
1 - 3 PM ET
Robinson Woods
Preserve

Events and programs require pre-registration.
Please contact our Education & Outreach Coordinator
Grace at gball@chikamingopenlands.org for
registration information. To view the full events
calendar, visit chikamingopenlands.org/events or scan
the QR code on this page using your cell phone camera.

SPRING EVENTS & PROGRAMS

Build A Bug Hotel 
Thurs. May 2
6 - 7:30 PM ET
Buchanan District
Library
Bugs need homes too! Learn
all about bugs during an
educational presentation,
then build your very own bug
hotel to take home. This
event is targeted toward
families with children.

Queen Bee Ephemeral
Hike
Thurs. May 15
10 - 11:30 AM ET
Trillium Woodlands
Preserve
Come explore this magical
Trillium Woodlands Preserve
in search of queen bees with
expert Logan Rowe. We will
learn about the importance
of early spring food sources
and net bees for the
Michigan Bumble Bee Atlas. 
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WILDFLOWER WATCH

Snowdrop 
(Galanthus nivalis)

Yellow Trout Lily
(Erythroniu americanum)

Yellow Marsh Marigold
(Caltha palustris)

Mayapple
(Podophyllum peltatum)

Flowers are some of the first splashes of
color that emerge along the trails in
COL’s preserves each spring. We call
them spring ephemerals, which is just a
fancy way of describing plants that
bloom for a short period during the
spring. These plants are often the first
signs of life to emerge after a long winter,
some even making an appearance with
snow still on the ground! Break in that
raincoat, slide on some mud boots, and
hit the trails to see how many spring
ephemerals you can find!

Jack-in-the-pulpit 
(Arisaema triphyllum)



C
h

ikam
in

g
O

p
en

 Lan
d

s
1229

1 R
ed

 A
rro

w
 H

ig
h

w
ay

S
aw

yer, M
I 49

125
(26

9
) 40

5-10
0

6
ch

ikam
in

g
o

p
en

lan
d

s.o
rg

N
O

N
-PR

O
FIT O

R
G

.
U

.S
. PO

S
TA

G
E

PA
ID

S
A

W
YER

, M
I

PER
M

IT N
O

.1


