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THE CHIKAMING LEGACY 

Partnership 

Legacy 

Preserving a Family Legacy 
A Centennial Working Farm in Chikaming Township  

On March 17, 2014, Chikaming Open Lands (COL) closed 

on a 144-acre conservation easement on the Zeiger  

Centennial Farm, located at Warren Woods Road and 

Flynn Road in rural Chikaming Township.  

 

The property, which includes prime agricultural soil, 

woodlands and a section of Deer Creek, has been farmed 

by the Zeiger family for six generations. Now with the 

placement of the easement, it is preserved as farmland in 

perpetuity.  

 

The easement was placed on the property thanks in part to 

a grant from the U.S. Department of Agriculture's Farm 

and Ranch Lands Protection Program (FRPP), a  

combination of matching funds from The Pokagon Fund 

and COL, and a donation from the Zeiger family.  

 

This project represents the first FRPP project for COL, 

and also the first completed in Berrien County. “This 

[project] was an opportunity to leverage local funds to 

bring federal dollars to the area,” says COL Executive  

Director Chris Thompson.  
 
The completion of this project is the culmination of a 

lengthy process begun by Dennis Zeiger, the late family 

patriarch. After his death in 2008, it was seen through by 

his wife Cathy, and sons Jeff and Rich.  

 

As the farming economy became increasingly depressed 

during the 1980s, family farms like the Zeigers’ were hit 

hard. Foreclosures were common, and grain prices 

crashed. Dennis and Cathy faced the frightening  

possibility that they would lose the farm that had been in 

the Zeiger family for nearly 110 years. (continued page 6) 

The Zeiger family on their Centennial Farm 



 

 

 

Letter from the President 

Chikaming Open Lands 

is the local land 

conservancy dedicated to 

preserving the open 

spaces and natural rural 

character of southwest 

Berrien County. 

We protect and restore native 

plant and animal habitat in the 

area, improve water quality in 

our rivers, streams and in Lake 

Michigan, and permanently 

preserve ecologically 

significant forests, prairies and 

wetlands, as well as prime 

farmland and other open 

spaces in this community. 
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Chikaming Open Lands is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. All contributions are tax deductible to the full extent of the law. 

Dear Members and Friends of Chikaming Open Lands, 

 

As a business professor in college once told us, “In business, things that get measured 

get done.” I am happy to report that Chikaming Open Lands is well on its way to 

meeting the aggressive goals we set for ourselves in our Five-Year Strategic plan, 

particularly in the area of land protection. 

 

Most recently, and with substantial help from The Pokagon Fund, Partners in 

Conservation Program donors and others, we closed on the 144-acre Zeiger 

Centennial Farm Conservation Easement in rural Chikaming Township. Other 2014 

active land protection projects in the pipeline could protect another 300+ acres. The 

successful completion of these projects will put us well on our way to achieving our 

goal of protecting an additional 1,000 acres over the next five years. 

 

Someone once asked, “Which is more important, Yellowstone Park or Central Park?” 

Two very different preserves! The answer is that they are equally important, but for 

very different land preservation reasons.   

 

Our progress in meeting our land protection goal allows us to take a more balanced 

approach to our land protection efforts, with focuses on large rural properties as well 

as smaller parcels in more populated areas. Both add a certain quality of life to our 

community that would be missed if they were to be developed. 

 

One example of a smaller, high-impact property is the Tower Hill Camp project, 

where Chikaming Open Lands is partnering with Deer Creek Open Space to preserve 

a beautiful back dune forest. While only 26 acres in size, it lies in a highly populated 

area between Red Arrow Highway and Lake Michigan in Sawyer. The impact on the 

quality of life that this easement would provide our community is tremendous.   

 

Large or small, our mission is to have a positive impact on our local community 

through preserving open spaces in our area. If you or someone you know has a piece 

of property that you feel is worth preserving, give us a call!  We are here to help you 

to leave your legacy, forever. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

George S. Lucas 

President 
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Stewardship 

Welcome to the COL Stewardship University! 

Current Session: 

Stew U 101: Native or Invasive?  

Whether you’re looking to enhance your Chikaming Open Lands volunteer 

experience or just make your hikes more rewarding, you’ll want to join the 

COL Stewardship Committee on Saturday, May 17 from 9:00 a.m. to  

2:00 p.m. for this interesting and informative “Stew U 101” class.  

You will learn about: 

The ecology and history of the area 

Native and invasive plant identification 

Basic stewardship techniques and safety 

Herbicide application and safety 

...and more! 

Your training time will be split between classroom and field work at Robinson 

Woods. Lunch and refreshments will be provided. Meet at 9:00 a.m. at the 

COL office, 12291 Red Arrow Highway in Sawyer. For more information or 

to RSVP, please contact Ryan Postema at (269) 405-1006, or 

rpostema@chikamingopenlands.org. 

View of the Grand Beach Marsh in summer 
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Stewardship Days 

 
Stewarding land creates a physical 

connection between humans and the 

earth. This season, we created workday 

plans to help volunteers better partner 

with the land and the work we do to 

preserve it. The more we understand the 

Chikaming Open Lands preserves, the 

better connected we feel with the 

land. We hope you will join us for one of 

our stewardship days in 2014 not to only 

keep the invasive plants at bay and clear 

debris,  but also to learn more about the 

ecological uniqueness of each property.   

 

 

Join us for one of our upcoming 

Stewardship Days! 

 

May 17 

Stew U 101: Native or Invasive? 

9:00 a.m. to 2:00p.m. at the COL offices 

in Sawyer and in Robinson Woods. See 

article at left for more information on this 

brand new stewardship program! 

   

Also mark your calendar for June 14,  

July 19, August 16, September 27, 

October 18 & November 8; projects to 

be determined! Stay tuned. 

 

 

For more information about volunteer 

work days and stewardship efforts on our 

preserves, join the stewardship mailing 

list. To sign up, contact 

col@chikamingopenlands.org. 



 

Outreach 
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Geocache Dash with Chikaming Open Lands!   

Friday, May 23 through Sunday, May 25  

Finish Line Party on Sunday at 4:00 p.m.  
Kick off summer with a Memorial Day weekend geocaching 

event! Starting on Friday, May 23 through Sunday, May 25, get 

out and find the hidden geocache containers in COL preserves, 

township parks and preserves and state parks. We will be posting 

the geo-coordinates on both Geocaching.com and our website; 

once they’re posted, anyone with GPS capability can locate the 

caches, which will include log books to sign and trinkets to 

exchange.  The event will culminate with a finish line party at the 

Chikaming Township Park at 4pm on Sunday, May 25th. Prizes 

for various achievements such as the first find and the most finds 

will be awarded, and refreshments will be served. Bring friends to 

join the fun! Please RSVP for the Finish Line Party,  

(269) 405-1006 or col@chikamingopenlands.org. 

Spring Birds of Robinson Woods Saturday, May 10, 10:30 a.m.    
After the long winter this year, get outside for a spring bird-watching hike  through 

Robinson Woods Preserve. Love Creek naturalist Kip Miller will be our birding 

guide on this leisurely hike to welcome back our feathered friends for the season!  

Please RSVP, (269) 405-1006 or col@chikamingopenlands.org. 

We have a fantastic lineup of fun and educational 

activities to offer this year.  Don’t miss out,  

reserve your spot early! 

www.chikamingopenlands .org  

Chikaming Open Lands Presents: Radical Raptors!! at the Ship & 

Shore Festival in New Buffalo  Saturday, August 9, 11:00 a.m. 

Draco (pictured) is a juvenile bald eagle who was rescued in the New Buffalo 

area. He and his raptor friends from the Lake Milton Raptor Education 

Center, along with their caretaker Aimee Pico, will take the stage on Saturday 

in downtown New Buffalo as part of the annual Ship & Shore Festival. After 

the show, stay for an up close and personal visit with our feathered superstars 

at the Chikaming Open Lands booth.   

Get in on the fun and join us for one of these activities! Watch our 

website for the most up-to-date information, or call (269) 405-1006. 



 

Outreach 

Marsh Meander in the Voyager Canoe   

Saturday, August 23, 10:00 a.m. 
Meander through the channels of the Louis J. Sima Marsh and enjoy the natural 

beauty of one of the richest habitats in the world. Love Creek naturalists Pat 

Underwood and Kip Miller will steer us along the marsh, where we’ll point out 

some of the improvements and restoration Chikaming Open Lands has made 

thanks to your support! (This is a members-only event. This activity has limited 

space, so you must reserve your spot early to participate. (269) 405-1006 or 

col@chikamingopenlands.org)  

5th Annual Barn Benefit  Saturday, September 20  
Save the date to join us for another fun and festive evening in support of 

Chikaming Open Lands. This year, we will gather at Steve and Cindy 

Mitchell’s wonderful reclaimed barn in Sawyer. Enjoy great company and 

fabulous local food and drink. Most important, you will be supporting our 

mission to preserve the natural spaces of Southwest Michigan that we all 

love.  

Autumn Color Walk   Saturday, October 25, 1:00 p.m. 
Take in the brilliance of nature’s autumn palette on this hike through  

Chikaming Township Park and Preserve and Robinson Woods led by Love 

Creek Naturalist Pat Underwood.  Please RSVP, (269) 405-1006 or 

col@chikamingopenlands.org 
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Sustainable Living Seminar: Composting and Rain Barrels 

Saturday, July 12, 10:00 a.m. to Noon  
Discover the benefits and how-to’s of composting and rainwater  

recycling with COL, Nancy Carpenter of the Berrien County  

Conservation District and Kris Martin of the Southwest Michigan  

Planning Commission. You’ll learn about how composting can provide 

you with a simple and highly effective fertilizer for your garden, while 

reducing your household waste by up to 30 percent, and how collecting 

the rain water from your roof can save you up to 1,300 gallons of water 

during peak summer months! There will be an opportunity to purchase 

composters and rain barrels at the seminar. Space is limited. Please 

RSVP, (269) 405-1006 or col@chikamingopenlands.org. 



(continued from page 1) 

If it came to that, they could sell the farm to a 

developer, but the family didn’t consider that an option 

for them. “We just couldn’t bear to be the generation 

that [lost] the farm,” Cathy says.  

There had to be another way.  

In 2008, Dennis seized on the opportunity provided by 

the FRPP to pursue an easement through COL. As he 

neared the end of his life, Dennis urged his sons Jeff and  

 

 

Rich to see the process through in his stead.  “For us, 

farming is a lifestyle, not just a living,” says Rich. “It 

was important to my dad to protect our family heritage.”  

The conservation easement does just that. Essentially, 

the Zeigers retain ownership of their land, but have sold 

the development rights on 144 acres of the property to 

COL, thus ensuring that it is forever protected as 

farmland.  

Dairy farmers until 1986, the Zeigers today primarily 

raise grass-fed beef and poultry, and also grow a mix of 

grain, soy and corn on their land.  (continued next page) 

 

Farmland Preservation 
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The Zeiger family on the farm at the turn of the century 

Below and at left: the Zeiger Farm today 



 

Farmland Preservation 

In addition, there are  a variety of what Cathy calls “fun animals,” 

including llamas, goats, horses and peacocks. The Zeigers also host 

children’s school groups for farm tours several times a year. 

Cathy says she feels an enormous amount of relief knowing that Dennis’ 

wishes have been fulfilled, and that future generations of Zeigers will 

have that peace of mind as well. The family clearly considers farming a 

calling. “We have been given this land as a trust; God has entrusted us 

with its care and stewardship,” says Rich. “It is so important to our 

family to sustain those values. [The easement] gives us the opportunity 

to continue to do what we were put on the planet to do.” 
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Why Preserve Farmland? 

There are lots of reasons!  
 

Among them: 

 
The U.S. agricultural industry 

contributes nearly $1 trillion to our 

national economy, and employs 17 

percent of our labor force.  

 

Farmland provides wildlife habitat for 

birds, mammals and important insects 

like beneficial pollinators. 

 

Open fields help control flooding and 

filter water, and farms in this area 

often include valuable wetlands and 

watersheds—so protecting them 

improves water quality. 

 

Protecting farmland helps preserve 

the rural character and scenic 

landscapes of our community.  

 

Working farms improve quality of 

life by providing our communities 

with fresh, healthy food, recreational 

opportunities and local jobs. 

 

Farms and open lands require far 

fewer municipal services than 

developed areas, reducing costs to 

local governments. 

L-R: COL Executive Director Chris Thompson, Jeff Zeiger, Rich 

Zeiger, Cathy Zeiger 

CHIKAMING OPEN LANDS ACCREDITATION  

RENEWED THROUGH 2019! 

 

It is my pleasure to announce that Chikaming Open Lands has been awarded renewed  

accreditation by the Land Trust Accreditation Commission through February of 2019.  

After an extensive and thorough auditing process that included an organizational self  

assessment, submission of pre- and full applications and a final request for additional  

information over an eighteen month period, the Commission determined that COL meets 

the quality standards set by the land trust community. Accreditation recognizes COL’s 

commitment to excellence and continued learning and improvement. COL is the first  

Michigan land conservancy to be awarded renewed accreditation.  

 

I am deeply grateful to George Platz, Steve Smith and Jen Drackley for their endless hours 

of work during the accreditation process. I would also like to thank MK O’Donnell,  

Midwest Conservation Manager, Land Trust Alliance; Julie Stoneman, Associate Director, 

Heart of the Lakes; COL’s Board and staff; and the Land Trust Accreditation Commision.  

 

Best Regards, 

 

 

 

Chris Thompson 

Executive Director 



 

Dear Chikaming Open Lands Members and Friends, 

 

As we move ever closer to the whirlwind summer season, I am feeling a very real sense of 

excitement about our future here at Chikaming Open Lands. I know that my fellow Board 

members and the COL staff share that excitement—we are all eager to move forward and make 

great things happen.  

   

The past few years have brought extraordinary new growth for us—and we have an ambitious 

plan in place to continue on that path for the foreseeable future.  

 

But we can’t do it without you, our members! It is the solid foundation of support that our 

membership provides that allows us to preserve open space, protect plant and animal habitat, 

and improve water quality in this beautiful corner of Southwest Michigan. 

 

The support of our friends and neighbors has gotten us to where we are now, and for that, we 

are truly grateful. This year, we are looking to build our membership, and we’d like to ask for 

your help. I’ll bet you know someone who would support our mission of preserving open space 

and the natural character of this area. Introduce them to Chikaming Open Lands, and ask 

them if they would join you in becoming a member. Let’s work together to build our 

foundation of support and leave many more acres of land here in our community in pristine 

condition for future generations to enjoy.  

 

So bring some friends, family members, colleagues or neighbors to one of our great events this 

summer, and encourage them to become an essential part of this success story too! 

 

 
Jean Smith, 

Chair, Development Committee 
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Standing Committees 

 

Executive Committee 

George Lucas, President 

Greg Kaiser, Vice President 

Clay Robinson, Treasurer 

Steve Smith, Secretary 

 

Finance Committee 

Clay Robinson, Chair 

Rob Farina 

Bill Racine 

Peter Van Nice 

 

Land Protection Committee 

Steve Smith, Chair 

Terry Hanover 

Aaron Kaminski 

Lauri Lindquist 

Joe Margol 

Lee Strohl 

Peter Van Nice 

 

Stewardship Committee 

Bob Tatina, Chair 

Nancy Baird 

Jim Ball 

Judith Brown 

Buffy Dunham 

David Eblen 

Pat Fisher 

Diane Fitzgerald 

Peggy McGrath 

Don Meckley 

Casey Sullivan 

 

Development Committee 

Jean Smith, Chair 

Ann Dudley Goldblatt 

Rob Gow 

Linda Puvogel 

Clay Robinson 

 

Benefit Committee 

Jean Smith 

Maureen Culp 

Karen Gear 

Rob Gow 

Vickie Kaiser 

Dorothy Kern 

Nancy Racine 

Barb Robinson 

 

Be sure to support our 

organizational friends! 

 
Love Creek Nature Center 

www.berriencounty.org/parks/ 

 

Fernwood Botanical Garden and 

Nature Preserve 

www.fernwoodbotanical.org 

 

 

Membership News  



Financial Report 

Chikaming Open Lands wishes to acknowledge the following individuals and organizations for their generous support and assistance.  Gifts listed were 

received January 1, 2013 through December 31, 2013.  Note that in the event of multiple gifts, they have been totaled within the unrestricted or restricted 

sections.   Please accept our sincere apologies for any unintentional errors or omissions and let us know by calling (269) 405-1006 or emailing us at 

COL@chikamingopenlands.org so that we may correct future listings. 
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Dear Chikaming Open Lands Members, 

 

I hope you received the letter we sent earlier this 

spring laying out the story of Chikaming Open Lands’ 

financial history and how important all of our donors 

are to our ongoing work.   

  

I am pleased to report that COL ended the 2013 fiscal 

year with an overall increase of $537,930 in net assets, 

driven by restricted gifts, investment growth and the 

donation of our new office space. COL’s preliminary 

numbers reflect the continued commitment of our 

membership base, the Pokagon Fund / Partners in 

Conservation Program and investment growth in the 

endowment.   

 

Expenses of $359,381 include costs incurred for 

acquiring a preserve extension and a conservation 

easement, stewardship efforts, work towards 

upcoming land protection projects, and operating 

expenses. 

  

On behalf of the Board of Directors, I would like to 

thank you for your support and partnership.  

  

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Clay Robinson, Treasurer 

Copies of the audited Financial Statements prepared by 
Hutter and Associates, P.C. are available for inspection at 

our office in Sawyer during regular business hours, and may 

also be found on our website. 

2013 DONOR LISTINGS 

Restricted Gifts Received January 1, 2013 through December 31, 2013 

Partners in Conservation Program  

The Pokagon Fund matched gifts to the PCP 2:1 during 2013.  

These funds are restricted to land protection projects in New Buffalo,  

Chikaming and Three Oaks Townships. 
Critter Haven Preserve Extension:      

Steve & Jackie Bossu 

John & Kathleen Buck 

Shirley Bumba 

Carl & Phyllis Christ 

Zurich Esposito 

John Foley 

Harbert Woods Property  

   Owners Association 

Bruce & Linda Graham 

Rick & Clare Hollatz 

Michael & Susan Levine 

Joan Lovell 

Nancy Macrae 

Mr. & Mrs. Garnet Patterson 

Ms. Kathy Richland Pick 

Scott & Grace Rappe 

Keith & Marnie Schwartz 

Anonymous 

Alan & Cynthia Berkshire 

Melvin & Randy Berlin 

Frank G. and Gertrude Dunlap Fund 

Scott Gill & Bill Stegeman 

Stanford & Ann Dudley Goldblatt 

Mr. & Mrs. Melvin Gray 

Greg & Vickie Kaiser 

Laird & Dierdre Koldyke 

Louis & Nellie Sieg Fund 

George Lucas 

Mr. & Mrs. Scott Malkin 

Mike & Meg Revord 

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Sims 

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Smith 

 

Gifts Restricted to Land Protection Projects 
Special thanks to the following donors, whose contributions made the 

named projects possible. 

Wild Turkey Conservation Easement 

Ellen Carnahan and Bill Daniels 

 

Burns Prairie Preserve 

Lloyd and Pat Burns 

2013 Statements of Financial Position ~ by Fund 

For the period January 1, 2013 through December 31, 2013 

Preliminary figures as of 4/14/2014, financial audit by 

Jim Hutter CPA underway at time of press. 

* Assets include cash balances, office buildings and equipment, as well as lands preserved in perpetuity. 

  Operating Stewardship Endowment   
  Fund Fund Fund Total 

Public support and revenues:         
Public support:         
  Grants 3,200 215,800   219,000 
  Gifts and other donations 481,258 73,422 11,050 565,730 
     Total public support $484,458 $289,222 $11,050 $784,730 
Revenues:         

  Interest income 132 1,150   1,282 
  Rental income 18,000 - - 18,000 

  Fundraising and special events 48,145 - - 48,145 

  Other 4,752 - - 4,752 
  Dividends - - 30,096 30,096 
  Unrealized gains/losses            -       - 73,632 73,632 
      Total revenues $71,029 $1,150 $103,728 $175,907 

Total public support and revenues $555,487 $290,372 $114,778 $960,637 

Expenses         

  Program 17,974 46,060 - 64,034 
  Management and general 254,672 23,200 5,373 283,245 
  Fundraising 12,102          -          - 12,102 
     Total expenses $284,748 $69,260 $5,373 $359,381 

Changes in net assets 156,176 237,865 143,889 537,930 
Net assets*, beginning of year 406,720 612,296 1,480,956 2,499,972 

Net assets, end of year $562,896 $850,161 $1,624,845 $3,037,902 
     

mailto:info@chikamingopenlands.org
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$500-999 

Anonymous  

Dick & Jane Campbell 

Mr. & Mrs. Vaughn Culp 

Ms. Nora Duffy 

Mr. & Mrs. Burton J. Fishman 

James Fitzmaurice & Doug GeBraad 

Mr. & Mrs. Marshall B. Front 

Ms. Jayne Gibson 

Mr. & Mrs. Frederic Hickman 

Douglas Hoerr & Tracy Taylor 

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Ingersoll 

Mrs. Melvin Johnson 

Gerald & Beverly Kohn 

Ms. Janice Muhr 

Mr. & Mrs. Michael W. Murray 

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Osnos 

The Sims Family 

Dr. & Mrs. Stan Showalter 

Mr. & Mrs. Lee Stahl III 

Stanley Tigerman &  

     Margaret McCurry 

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Wiet 

Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Wilson 

Mrs. Janet Ytterberg 

 

$250-499 

Mr. Roger K. Allen 

Ms. Jill Beach 

Mr. & Mrs. Lee Bloom 

Mr. & Mrs. Roger Carlson 

Ms. Patricia Cox 

Allison & Fred Daley 

Ms. Mac Eblen 

Mr. & Mrs. William S. Ellis 

H. James & Mary Alexis Fox 

Suzanne & Albert Friedman 

Mike & Jean Gordon 

Dr. & Mrs. Richard Hughes 

Mr. & Mrs. William Hurst 

Mr. Robert Ingersoll 

Collette & Robert Kemper 

Mr. & Mrs. Richard A. Kochanny 

Mr. & Mrs. Sanfred Koltun 

Mr. & Mrs. Scott Loess 

Richard & Georgia Lyman 

Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Magnuson 

Richard & Judy Marcus 

Jim Maslanka 

Mr. & Mrs. John McCord 

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Miller 

Mr. & Mrs. William Neill 

Mr. & Mrs. George Platz III 

Dr. & Mrs. William K. Purdy 

Dr. Anita Levin & Mr. John Rafkin 

Jill & Ron Rohde 

Mr. & Mrs. John Rudolph 

Mr. & Mrs. Brian Schinderle 

Mr. Ben Schwartz 

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Schwartz, Jr. 

Steven K. Shevell  &  

     Jeanne C. Marsh 

Allen R. Smart & Brian Hollander 

Dr. John R. Stutesman 

Tim Sullivan & Mike Humphrey 

Mr. & Mrs. Arthur M. Sussman 

Ms. Eileen Thompson &  

     Mr. Duayne Fulton 

Mr. John Trinta 

Lynn Taylor & Thomas White 

Mr. & Mrs. Cyrus Young 

 

$125-249 

Mr. & Mrs. Lloyd Anderson 

Mr. Rigel Barber 

Ingrid & Philip Berman 

Mr. George Bogert 

Mr. & Mrs. Renton K. Brodie III 

Ms. Geraldine M. Burke 

Ms. Diane S. Carlson 

Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Chapman 

Andy & Peggy Cooper 

Mr. & Mrs. James Crimmins 

Dan Dale & Nancy Jones 

James & Martha H. Davis 

Ms. Michele Donley 

Ms. Jennifer Drackley 

Norm & Jeanne Dudeck 

Meredith George 

Ms. Janice Harrison 

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Heckathorn 

Richard & Karen Hug 

Mr. & Mrs. John Keefe 

David R. Kirby 

Herbert Kirst & Peggy Hillman 

Nancy Kurshan & Steve Whitman 

Mr. & Mrs. Kent Lindquist 

Mr. & Mrs. Robin McBride 

Mr. & Mrs. Benjamin Parker 

Ms. Charlene Posner 

Mr. & Mrs. David Ray 

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Richter 

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Rohr 

John Satalic & Diane Aigotti 

Mr. Robert Scales & Ms. Mary Keefe 

Richard & Patricia Schnadig 

Ms. Mary Stewart 

Ursula Storb & Terry Martin 

Ms. Louise Tausche 

Mr. Daniel Toft 

Ms. Nancy M. Trainor 

Ms. Eileen Willenborg &  

       Ms. Jane Melnick 

Norris C. & Sharon A. Young 

 

Up to $124 

Melissa & Larry Aageson 

Mr. & Mrs. Reinhard Abram 

Arthur Anderson 

Ms. Freddie Badt 

Ed Bancroft & Patricia Collins 

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Barrett 

Mr. & Mrs. Otto Becker 

Mr. Robert Beemer 

Joel & Carole Berstein 

Mr. & Mrs. Glenn Bjorkman 

Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Bogert 

John Bokina 

Ms. Nancy Bradt 

Ms. Joan Brazas & 

       Mr. David Fredlick 

Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Brotherton 

Joan Buchele 

Mr. & Mrs. Amedo Cappola 

Mr. & Mrs. Walter Carr 

Mr. Thomas D. Cavenagh 

Mr. & Mrs. Albert Chapman 

Mr. & Mrs. Carl Christ 

Jeannine Cleary & Frank Tenbrink 

Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Collins 

J. E. Coogan 

Covenant Farm 

Bernie & Beth Dahl 

Mr. & Mrs. Donald Davies 

Tom & Monique Demery 

David Derbyshire &  

     Ellen LaFountain 

Mr. & Mrs. Louis Desenberg 

Robert & Teresa Douglass  

Mr. & Mrs. Ron Drynan 

Richard & Vicki DuFour 

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas E. Dunne 

Douglas & Ellen Elrick 

Carter & Susan Emerson 

Mr.& Mrs. Timothy Falconio 

Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Faller 

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Farago 

Ms. Diane M. Fitzgerald 

Ann & Bob Flesvig 

Ms. Mary L. Fox 

Dr. & Mrs. Louis Frank 

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Frenzel 

Mr. Paul Gearon 

Mrs. Betty Gibson 

William Gibson & Stephen Jenkins 

Timothy Gilfoyle &  

      Mary Rose Alexander 

Anne Girton 

Barbara K. Globensky 

Jim & Georgiana Gormley 

Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Gottschall 

Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Grandle 

Carol R. Grant 

Deborah Hall-Kaylor &  

        J. Allan Kaylor 

Matthew Heaphy & Clare Robinson 

Ms. Anne W. Hillman 

Cynthia Homan &  

       Mary Kay Czerwiec 

Mr. & Mrs. A.W. Hopkins 

Dr. & Mrs. Ronald Horning 

Ms. Jane Hoyer 

David & Denise Hughes 

Ms. Johanna Humbert 

Mr. & Mrs. David Johnson 

Mr. Andrew Johnston &  

        Ms. Julie Bernstein  

Mr. & Mrs. Robert S. Kallberg 

Ms. Lucy Kamau 

Ms. Catherine Kelso 

Mr. Duncan Kime 

Susan & James King 

Mr. & Mrs. Joel Klass 

Michael Koch-Weser  &  

     Kristin Vondruska 

Ms. Margaret Kohring 

Ms. Sue Kostiwa 

Jason & Michelle Kropp 

Mr. & Mrs. John Krsul 

Dr. & Mrs. Leo Krusack 

Ken & Karen Kuchar 

Susan Morley LaCroix 

Gary & Mary Lambert 

Carolyn & Henry Lang 

Stacey & Chris LaRocco 

Annual Unrestricted Gifts Received January 1 through December 31, 2013 

 
The listings below reflect the sum of unrestricted gifts during 2013. Barn Benefit ticket and/or silent auction purchases are listed separately on page 11. 

Please accept our sincere apologies for any unintentional errors or omissions and let us know by calling (269) 405-1006 or e-mailing us at  

col@chikamingopenlands.org so that we may correct future listings. 

$10,000+ 

Barbara R. Parsons 

Brenda Shapiro 
Chauncey & Marion D. McCormick Family Fdn. 

 

$5,000-9,999 

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Keiser 

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Van Nice 

 

$2,000-4,999 

Anonymous 

Meredith & Eugene Clapp 
Mr. & Mrs. David Eblen 

Ms. Susan Flynn 

Mr. & Mrs. Stanford Goldblatt 
Joseph Jeziorski 

Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Kaiser 

Mr. & Mrs. John McKeague 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Miller 

Ms. Rose Parisi & Mr. Donald Meckley 

Mr. Robert Parsons & Ms. Victoria Herget 
Clay & Barb Robinson 

Louis & Nellie Sieg Fund 
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Smith 

 

$1,000-1,999 

Nancy & Walter Aque 

Andrew & Emily Coolidge 
Frank G. & Gertrude Dunlap Fdn. 

Sharon & Rick Ellingsen 

Mr. Ronald Farina 
Ms. Rosemary Flinn 

Peter & Megene Forker 

Rob Gow & Chris Pfauser 
Mr. & Mrs. Melvin Gray 

Scott & Rosemary Gunnison 

Ms. Joan Harris 
Mr. James Heaton 

Chris & Jessica Hehmeyer 

Julia & Marty Hughes 
Dan & Sharon Hunter-Smith 

Ms. Ann Ingersoll 

Ms. Mary Ann Johnson 
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Kern 

Mr. & Mrs. Martin Koldyke 

Mr. George S. Lucas 
Lynn & Eva Maddox 

Ms. Elizabeth Malkin 
Ms. Emily Malkin 

Ms. Louisa Rice Malkin 

Mr. & Mrs. Scott Malkin 

Mr. & Mrs. Rex Martin 

Bob McDermott & Sarah Jaicks 
Mr. Andrew McGhee 

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Mitchell 

Mr. Michael O’Halloran & Ms. Linda Puvogel 
Mr. James Parsons 

Mrs. Dottie Pattishall 

Ms. Kathy Richland Pick 
Mr. & Mrs. Irwin Press 

Mr. & Mrs. William Racine 

Charles Rizzo 
Dr. Paul Russell 

Mr. and Mrs. Harold Russell 

Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Rydholm 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Shortlidge 

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Sims 

Richard & Nancy Spain 
Jim & Martha Stevens-Gingrich 

Robert Tatina & Nancy Baird 

Mr. Christopher A. Thompson 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Wagner 

Mr. & Mrs. Terrence Walsh 
Ms. Virginia White 

The Conservation Circle 

Conservation Circle members make annual, unrestricted gifts of $1,000 or more to Chikaming Open Lands.  

mailto:info@chikamingopenlands.org
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Ms. Patricia Lauth 

John & Mary Lesch 

Mr. Bill Lucas 

Jeff & Amy Mader 

Rev. & Mrs. Ronald Magnuson 

James McComb & Alene Valkanas 

Mr. James McDonough 

Peggy McGrath 

John & Gwen McKee 

Mr. & Mrs. Richard C. Meckley 

Mr. Ernest Melichar 

Ms. Gabriella Meredith 

Gunther Miksche & Suzette Steiger 

Patricia & Michael Moon 

Donna Morgan 

Carol & Steve Mullins 

Jack Murchie & Carol Becker 

Robert B. Murphy 

Jeffrey Ramsey & Tom Myers 

Mr. & Mrs. Victor Myers 

Tom & Brooke Nelson 

Ms. Virginia Novak 

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Nystuen 

Mr. & Mrs. Harry Olson 

Mr. & Mrs. William Oostenbrug 

Ms. Caro L. Parsons 

Mr. & Mrs. George Petraitis 

Gunner Piotter & Alana Johnston 

Ms. Kristy Putnam 

Jack Raba & Suzanne Muellman 

Karen M. Ristau 

Ms. Jean C. Robinson 

Mr. & Mrs. L. Vern Robinson 

Gretchen P. Rock 

Arne R. Rode 

Mr. & Mrs. Clyde Rode 

Mr. Jeremy Rose 

Mr. Harry B. Rosenberg 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert  Rosenberg 

Mr. Thomas Rossman 

Philip & Janet Rotner 

Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Schaffer 

Mr. & Mrs. Walter Schamu 

Philip Schatz & Bill Storey 

Mr. & Mrs. Francis Scholer 

Ms. Judith Scully 

Ms. Arlene Semel 

Ms. Nancy Sheila Simonian 

Mrs. Elaine Smith 

Dr. & Mrs. Horace Smith 

Dr. & Mrs. Lewis Smith 

Mr. & Mrs. Lowell Smith 

Mr. & Mrs. Reid Smith 

Ms. Mary Spada &  

       Mr. Anthony Binder 

Hugh & Susan Stevens 

Mr. & Mrs. Charles J. Stewart 

Mr. & Mrs. Houston Stokes 

Dr. & Mrs. Lee Strohl 

Mr. & Ms. Gene Svebakken 

Mr. & Mrs. Charles R. Swartz 

Mr. James Szyman 

Chris & Kendra Theriot 

Ms. Maxine Topper 

Mr. &. Mrs. Edward Traisman 

Joanna & Dan Valliere 

Paul & Marjorie Valliere 

Mr. & Mrs. Errett Van Nice 

Ms. Christa VanErmen 

Tana Vaughan & Donald Meyer 

Mr. & Mrs. James Veldman 

Mr. Mark C. Votava 

Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Votava 

Mr. & Mrs. Jack Wagner 

Mrs. Patricia Werhane 

Ms. Joyce White 

Mr. & Mrs. Jay Wilcoxen 

Mrs. Alice Wilder 

Ms. Joanna N. Williams 

Mr. & Mrs. Peter C. Wind 

Tim Wixted & Ana Clelia Vincenti 

Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Wong 

Mr. & Mrs. Michael D. Wright 

Mr. Jon Wuepper 

Ms. Melissa A. Wynne 

Mr. & Mrs. Harold Zeiger 

 

2013 Barn Benefit 
Silent Auction Winners 
Mr. & Mrs. Renton K. Brodie III 

Paula Fasseas 

Brian Ortiz & Keith Stolte 

Scott & Grace Rappe 

Clay & Barb Robinson 

 

Land Protector Tickets 
Nancy & Skip Aque 

Betsy & Jim Benoit 

Judith & Noel Brown 

Maureen & Vaughn Culp 

Susan & David Eblen 

Sue & Mel Gray 

Julia & Marty Hughes 

Ann Ingersoll 

Collette & Robert Kemper 

Dorothy & Brian Kern 

Susan Kostiwa 

Gail Lowrie 

Cindy & Steve Mitchell 

Alan Palmer 

Jim Parsons 

Dottie Pattishall 

Jack Pizzo 

Nancy & Bill Racine 

Theresa Richter 

Barb & Clay Robinson 

Larry Shulman  
     & Rhonda Rochambeau 

Nancy & Richard Spain 

Adrienne & Edward Traisman 
Jeanie & Peter Van Nice 

Conservationist Tickets 
Dan and Colleen Altman  

Carl & Shirley Anderson 

Ms. Judith Benson   

Ingrid & Philip Berman  

Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Bogert   

John Bokina  

Mr. & Mrs. Renton K. Brodie III 

John & Kathleen Buck  

Richard & Brenda Carlson 

Mr. & Mrs. Fred Coe  

Daniel J. Coffey 

Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Collins  

Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Coolidge  

Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Cooper  

Mr. & Mrs. Vaughn Culp 

Mr & Mrs. Fred Daley  

Dr. & Mrs. Raoul Davion  

Bonnie Davis 

Ms. Bernadette Demisay 

Doug Dow & Pam Fiebig  

Mr. & Mrs. Steven Ellenbogen  

Cynthia Esler 

Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Flinn 

Ms. Rosemary Flinn  

Mr. & Mrs. Ted Flint  

Peter & Megene Forker  

David Foster 

Mary Fox  

Mr. & Mrs. Marshall Front 

Mr. & Mrs. Geoffrey G. Gilbert  

Deborah Hall-Kayler & J. Allan Kayler  

Mr. & Mrs. Tom Hickey  

Mr. & Mrs. Frederic Hickman 

Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Hillman  

Dr. & Mrs. Ronald Horning 

Mr. & Mrs. William Hurst  

Donna Iwamoto 

Ms. Deone Jackman  

Ms. Victoria Jackson 

Mrs. Mary Ann Johnson  

Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Johnston 

Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Kaiser  

Peter Keseric & Beverly Gilmore 

Ms. Coleen King 

Mr. & Mrs. Philip Kinsella 

Ms. Margaret Kohring  

Mr. & Mrs. Gary Lambert 

Frank Lentine & Rita Stols  

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Lindeman 

Mr. & Mrs. Scott Loess 

Mr. & Mrs. Gordon Loux  

Mr. George Lucas  

Jim Ludwig & Patrick Maloney 

Vivian May  

Peggy McGrath 

Ms. Melinda McMullen  

Mary McPherson &  

      John Gunner Gooch  

Mr. & Mrs. Paul J. Miller 

Mr. & Mrs. William Neill 

Michael O'Halloran &  

      Linda Puvogel  

Brian Ortiz & Keith Stolte 

Ms. Karen Otto  

Claudia Parish & Dennis Snow 

Ms. Caro Parsons  

Christopher Pfauser & Rob Gow 

Ms. Sue Phelan  

Louis & Barbara Price 

Ms. Diane Pyshos  

Scott & Grace Rappe 

Mr. Jeremy Rose  

Mr. & Mrs. Lou Rose 

Philip and Janet Rotner  

Mr. & Mrs. Harold S. Russell 

Mr. Robert Scales & Ms. Mary Keefe 

Jean Sharp  

Mr. Thomas Shortlidge & 

       Mrs. Carole Newton 

Marilyn Slattery  

Mr. Allen R. Smart &  

       Mr. Brian Hollander  

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Smith 

Ms. Mary Spada & 

       Mr. Anthony Binder  

Mr. & Mrs. Lee Stahl III  

Irving Stenn & Judith Racht 

Dr. &  Mrs. Lee Strohl  

Karen & Tom Tarpley  

Michael & Colleen Thomas 

Mr. Christopher A. Thompson  

Nancy Timmers 

Ms. Barbara Warren  

Kenneth & Marie Wester 

Ms. Joyce White  

Ken Wolf & Shellie Karno 

Mr. Rodney Yoder & 

       Mr. Edward Proesel  

Honoraria and Memorials 

The following honoraria and memorial gifts were received in 2013 

In honor of… 

David & Susan Eblen, from  Ms. Mac Eblen 

Eileen Foley, from Michael D. & Judith W. Wright 

Harold Gibson, from Francis & Irene Scholer 

The Kemper Family, from Robert and Collette Kemper 
Don Meckley and Rose Parisi, from Richard & Donna Meckley 

Harrison Shapiro, from Ann Ingersoll 

Jean Smith, from Louise Tausche 

Bob Tatina’s Birthday, from Ms. Virginia Novak 

Peter Van Nice’s Leadership and Vision, from Louis and Cathy Desenberg 

 

In memory of… 

Cynthia E. Allen, from Roger K. Allen 

Ken Brotherton, from Ralph & Carol Brotherton 

Luther H. Buchele, from Joan Buchele 

Donald Burke, from Geraldine M. Burke 

Adele Davies, from Donald Davies 

Bernard, Ruth and Dan Douglass, from Robert &Theresa Douglass 

Don Flinn, from Arthur & Regina Faller, Richard & Jean Ann Hughes, Paul & Marjorie Valliere, John    

Timothy Wixted & Ana Clelia Vincenti 

Charles Hillman, from Anne Hillman 

Diane Hollatz, from Tim & Robin Falconio 

Mike Lagone, from James Szyman 

Lyal Lauth, from Patricia Lauth 

Robert W. McIntosh, from Janet S. McIntosh 

Rebecca Peapples, from Matthew Heaphy & Clare Robinson, Alice L. Wilder 

Joanne Reid, from  Mary L. Fox, Steve & Jean Smith 

Charles Semel, from Arlene Semel 

Anne & Bill Stevens, from Burton & Anne Fishman, Hugh & Susan Stevens,  Jim & Martha Stevens Gingrich 

Vernon F. Tollas, from Jack Raba & Suzanne Muellman 

Beverly Wamsley, from Louis & Constance Frank 

Quincy White, from Dr. & Mrs. Stan Showalter 

Dean Zeiger, from Harold & LaVerne Zeiger 

Page 11 

Business Members 

$250+ 

Bud Distributing 

George Lucas, Remax Harbor         

Country Real Estate 

Graham Services 

Groundworkes 

Hearthwoods 

Horizon Bank 

 

 

Hutter & Associates 

King Media 

Millie’s Antiques 

Ramer Products 

Red Arrow Roadhouse 

Schwartz Law Office, PLC 

Barn Benefit Partners 

Cynthia and Jean Joho 

Bud Distributing 

Ken & Jean Schiffer, 

   Baroda Founders Wine Cellar  

Hickory Creek Winery  

New Buffalo Savings Bank 

Pizzo & Associates, Ltd. 

 

 

 

Everest 

Granor Farm 

Brad Hindsley 

Bill Kurtis & Donna LaPietra 

Local 

Charlie Moore/ Season’s Harvest 

Bill Paige 

Sawyer Garden Center 

Mark Schutze 

Simply the Best Catering 

Nancy Watson/The Harbert House 

Bed and Breakfast 

Jeanie & Peter Van Nice 

Up to $249 
Covenant Farm 

Falatic’s 

Frecklefarm 

French Twist 

Garden to Table 

Granor Farm 

 

Lakewood Estates 

Luisa’s Café 

Middlebrook Farms 

Old Shore Vineyards    

Prism Science & Technology 

UBS 



 

Chikaming Open Lands 
12291 Red Arrow Highway 

Sawyer, MI  49125 
(269) 405-1006 

www.chikamingopenlands.org 
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0011zUSNWKWoP6myFppFHnWlssUTUosB5lGzKs6Lfl27aqBqYS8UOe5TpEcnVidZbbriSZNlE10gohE9VZqS_8su2JhbL29l_67gEpmS0oQCD8flesxYRMLkA==
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