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Mike Jasper has had what he calls the 
“farming bug” for almost as long as he can 
remember. His grandfather was a farmer, 
and one day he took an 8 year-old Mike 
out into the fields with him on his tractor. 
“Right then, I was hooked,” he says.

Mike began his career in earnest less than 
a decade later in 1980, when friends of his 
grandmother rented him 25 acres to farm 
corn and soybeans in Sawyer. “They took 
a chance on a 17 year-old kid,” he says. 
“When I turned 16, instead of buying a car, I 
bought a tractor.” 

Today, Mike farms more than 800 acres in 
southern Berrien County, growing corn, 
soybeans and grapes. Last year, he worked 
with Chikaming Open Lands to place a 
conservation easement on approximately 
74 acres of his land. The easement 
extinguishes the development rights on 
the property and preserves this prime 
farmland for agricultural use in perpetuity.

Chikaming Open Lands received a federal 
grant which covered half of the acquisition 
cost, while the remainder was funded in 
part by a donation from Mike in the form 
of a price reduction, and in part by funds 
previously raised for land acquisitions from 

a combination of individual donors and 
The Pokagon Fund.

Preserving agricultural land is as important 
as protecting woodland, prairie, and other 
natural areas. This is particularly true in this 
corner of Southwest Michigan, which is 
home to a unique microclimate that provides 
optimal conditions for growing fruits and 
vegetables. As a result, agriculture is a 
vital part of the economy here. Farmland 
also provides habitat for wildlife, including 
beneficial pollinators like bees and 
butterflies. And in this region, farms often 
include valuable wetlands that help control 
flooding and filter stormwater, improving 
water quality. Plus, protecting farmland 
helps preserve the rural character and scenic 
landscapes that define our community.

Mike’s reasons for preserving his 
agricultural lands are quite simple. “This 
land is too good to put houses on,” he says. 
He’s also thinking of the future: his son 
caught that farming bug too, at just about 
the same age Mike did, when he started 
showing animals at the Berrien County 
Youth Fair. Now 13, he’s told his dad he 
wants to farm too. “I want to be sure [this] 
land is available for him to do that.”

One
acre of
wetland

can hold and
filter up to 330,000 

gallons of water, so 
protecting these areas
is critically important
to maintaining good

water quality.

483 people 
attended our 
outreach events, 
including guided hikes, 
paddles, environmental film 
screenings, and educational seminars.

We have protected nearly 
500 acres of wetlands in 
this area. Wetlands help 

filter chemicals from 
groundwater 

before it enters 
our streams 

and rivers,
and eventually 
Lake Michigan.

We have preserved 360 
acres of prime farmland 
in our community for 
agricultural use forever.

Michigan farmers 
cultivate more 
than 300 
different kinds 
of commodities, 
making it the second 
most agriculturally diverse 
state in the country, 
behind only California.

Our dedicated 
volunteers have 
given more than 

575 hours to 
helping us 

manage our 12 
nature preserves: 

creating trails, 
removing 

invasive plants, 
and taking 

inventories of the 
flora and fauna 
that call them 

home.

52 business 
partners 

supported our 
efforts in 2017, 

working together 
to make our 

community better. Last year, more than 500
Chikaming Open Lands 

members supported 
conservation in our 

community, ensuring it 
remains a wonderful 
place to live, work,

and play.

300 local schoolchildren came out to 
Robinson Woods and Turtle Creek Preserves 

to explore, play, and care for the land 
through the Mighty Acorns program.

When I turned 16,
instead of buying a car,

I bought a tractor
“

“
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Gifts Restricted to Land Protection 
Projects
Special thanks to the following 
donors, whose contributions made 
the named projects possible.

Chris Thompson Memorial Fund 
Gifts and Pledges
Shirley Anderson
Matt & Carol Martin
Clay & Barb Robinson
Frank & Joanne Sims
Barbara Smith; Douglas &  
 Phyllis Smith; Carol Witherell
Stephen & Jean Smith
Ursula Storb & Terry Martin
Jeanne & Errol Zimmerman

Jasper Conservation Easement
Mike Jasper

Judith Brown Stewardship Fund 
David & Susan Eblen
Thomas Hackley & Emily Bettencourt
Frederick & Maureen Lighthall
Robert McDermott & Sarah Jaicks
Werner & Sue Petterson
Linda Puvogel & Michael O’Halloran
John & Anne Rapp
Clay & Barb Robinson
Frank & Joanne Sims
Stephen & Jean Smith
Frank & Janis Tomecek
John Timothy Wixted  
 & Ana Clelia Vincenti

Merritt Family Preserve
Meryle M. Merritt

Grants Received From
National Resources Conservation 
 Service Agricultural Conservation 
 Easement Program, U.S. Department  
 of Agriculture
Frank G. & Gertrude Dunlap Fund 
Michigan Department of  
 Natural Resources 
Rotary Club of Harbor Country
STS Foundation
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

Annual Gifts** Received January 1 
through December 31, 2017

The Conservation Circle
Conservation Circle members make 
annual gifts of $1,000 or more to 
Chikaming Open Lands. 

$10,000+

Shirley Anderson
The Barbara R. Parsons Trust
Alan & Cynthia Berkshire
Earl & Brenda Shapiro Foundation
Victoria J. Herget & Robert Parsons
Barbara R. Parsons
Clay & Barb Robinson
Larry Shulman and Rhonda  
 Rochambeau
Peter & Jeanie Van Nice

$5,000-9,999

Michael & Rosalind Keiser
Randy Mitchell & Lisa Gregg
Barbara Smith; Douglas &  
 Phyllis Smith; & Carol Witherell
Stephen & Jean Smith

$2,000-4,999

Eugene & Meredith Clapp
Jeannine Cleary & Frank ten Brink
David & Susan Eblen
Eleanor O. Wilson Trust
Ron Farina
John & Martha Gibson
Stan & Ann Dudley Goldblatt
Rob Gow & Christopher Pfauser
Louisa Rice Malkin
Scott & Laura Malkin
John & Constance McKeague
Frank & Joanne Sims
Richard & Nancy Spain
Jim & Martha Stevens-Gingrich
Gregg & Susan Wilson

$1,000-1,999

Roger Allen
Nancy & Skip Aque
Lee & Lisa Bloom
Jackie & Stephen Bossu
Jane & Richard Campbell 
Richard & Brenda Carlson
Andrew & Emily Coolidge
Sharon & Rick Ellingsen
Rosemary Flinn
Peter & Megene Forker
Ellen Frankle
Laura D. & Marshall B. Front
Melvin & Sue Gray
Deborah Hall-Kayler & Allan Kayler
Chris & Jessica Hehmeyer
Elzie & Deborah Higginbottom
Julia & Marty Hughes
Joseph Jeziorski
Gregory & Vickie Kaiser
Gerald & Beverly Kohn
Leo & Susan Krusack
George Lucas
John MacManus & Josephine Bellalta
Lynn & Eva Maddox
Rex & Alice Martin
Steve & Peggy McCormick
Robert McDermott & Sarah Jaicks
Peggy McTigue
Stephen & Cindy Mitchell
Kevin & Michelle Mize
Carol & Steve Mullins
Jane & Mike Murray
Rose Parisi & Don Meckley
Caro Parsons
Donald & Muffy Parsons
James Parsons
Jack Pizzo
Patrick & Rose Pollard
Bill & Mollie Purdy
Linda Puvogel & Michael O’Halloran
Frank Quinn & Craig Andree
William & Nancy Racine
John Michael Rafkin & Anita Levin
Frank & Theresa Richter
Dr. Paul S. Russell
JoAnne Rydholm
Bob Scales & Mary Keefe
Keith & Marnie Schwartz
Thomas & Carole Shortlidge
Allen Smart & Brian Hollander
Anne & Paul Sidrys

Marge & Ron Spears
Susan & Lee Stahl, III
Nancy & Michael Timmers
Errett & Julia Van Nice
Terry & Jan Walsh
Don White
Janet Ytterberg

$500-999

Tremaine Atkinson
Marie Becker
John & Kathleen Buck
Andy & Peg Cooper
Hilary Critchfield
Maureen Culp
Nancy Felton-Elkins
Karen & Bruce Gear
Frederick & Katherine Hickman
Dan & Sharon Hunter-Smith
Nancy Johnson
Cynthia & Jean Joho
Brian & Dorothy Kern
Eileen & Richard Kochanny
Martin & Patricia Koldyke 
Jurate & Carl Landwehr
Michael & Susan Levine
Joan Lovell
Elizabeth Malkin
Meryle M. Merritt
Robert Murphy
Werner & Sue Petterson
The Prairie Club
Irwin & Andra Press
Louis & Barbara Price
Charles Rizzo
Steven Shevell & Jeanne Marsh
Jennifer Thompson
Stanley Tigerman & Margaret McCurry
John Trinta

$250-499

Joel & Lynn Altschul
Arthur Anderson
Michael & Elayne Bednar
Bob & Janet Beemer
Ingrid & Philip Berman
Marina Birch
Rev. W. Noel & Judith Brown
Herb & Beth Carlson
Deborah Chipman
David & Dale Clarke
Allison & Fred Daley
Michele & John Donley
Douglas Dow & Pam Fiebig
William & Cindy Ellis
Thomas Everill
Thomas & Sheryl Farnham
William Gibson & Stephen Jenkins
EnRico & Amy Heirman
Timothy Iverson
Lisa Kahle
Philip & Elizabeth Kinsella
Maurice Lemon
Frank Lentine & Rita Stols
Thomas & Martha Lindeman
Kent & Lauri Lindquist
Scott & Kathleen Loess
Richard & Georgia Lyman
Ann Marcus

Matt Hysell’s 2017 Birdathon Team
Robin & Mariele McBride
Mary McPherson & John Gunner Gooch
Bob & Debbie Meeks
Michal Miller
Loryn & Mark Mischke
Bill & Donna Neill
Mimi & David Olson
Elise Paschen & Stuart Brainerd
George & Andrea Platz, III
Joanne Postema
Ron Rohde
Paul & Paula Rohr
Lou & Marilyn Rose
Thomas Rossman
Susan & Charles Schwartz
Reid & Franki Smith
Mary Strahota
Bob Tatina & Nancy Baird
Frank & Janis Tomecek
Tim & Anne Walsh
Pat Werhane
Richard & Jamee Wiet
Peter & Stephanie Wind
Jeanne & Errol Zimmerman

$125-249

Lloyd & Jo Ellen Anderson
Judith Anderson
John Asplin & Christine Orders
David & Jessica Axelrod
Charles & Caryn Brissman
Kirkwood & Mary Jane Brodie
Gail & Raymond Chapman
Joan E. Coogan
Monique & Thomas Demery
Lois Elia & Scott Sarran
James & Georgiana Gormley
Dennis Grether & Catherine Kelly
Harbert Woods Neighborhood Group
Janet Hayes
Lucy Kamau
Margaret Kohring
S. Michael Kozubek & Mary Swanton
Patricia Lauth
Ginny McCord
Brita & Bernard Miller
Elizabeth Nellums
Catherine Nowacki
John & Anne Rapp
Frank & Irene Scholer
Stan & Jay Showalter
Errol Stone
Ursula Storb & Terry Martin
Marie Wester
Bob & Carrie Weston
Alice Wilder
John Timothy Wixted &  
 Ana Clelia Vincenti
Nick & Sharon Young

Up to $124

Carlos & Frances Alcantara
Linda Anderson & Paul Cromheecke
Carolyn Andress
David & Jane Baldwin
George & Kathy Ball
Ed Bancroft & Patricia Collins

Greg & Sarah Barrett
Richard & Nancy Baum
Glenn & Dolores Bjorkman
Mary Blochberger
George Bogert
Nicholas & Sally Bogert
Nancy Bradt & Laury Lewis
Linda Brooks
Nora Buczek
Walter & Mary Carr
Kristin & Aakash Chandarana
Chikaming Country Club
Chikaming Country Club  
 Women’s Golf Association
Phyllis Christ
Diane Christian
Eleanor & Fred Coe
Sarah Craig & Bill Pratt
John Croft
Dan Dale & Nancy Jones
James & Patricia Dayton
Bernadette Demisay
Louis & Cathy Desenberg
Charles & Jill Deuser, II
Robert DeVilbiss
Rita Dickey
Bob & Teri Douglass
Douglass Family Harbert Partnership
Richard & Vicki DuFour
Mac Eblen
Frank Edwards & Ann Williams
Douglas & Ellen Elrick
Luz & David Engman
Connie Etter
Maureen Ferrara
Beverly Fields
Jeanne Fields & Mike Wenninger
Burton & Anne Fishman
Gunnar & Ruth Fog
John Foley
Tim & Gina Ford
John B. Foster
Kristin Foster & Frank Davis
Mary Foster
Melissa Foster
Patrick Foster & Donna Lerch
Mary Alexis Fox
Madalene Frazier
Douglas Freedman
Meredith George
Jayne Gibson
John & Shelley Giesecke
Timothy Gilfoyle &  
 Mary Rose Alexander
Bruce & Sue Gottschall
Ruth Graff
Ralph & June Grandle
William A. Greene
Renee & Gerald Grilec
Ray & Viki Gudas
Thomas Hackley & Emily Bettencourt
Gregg Hamilton
Peter & Martha Hanson
Darlene Heemstra
David Helmer
Erin Heskett
Tom & Claire Hickey
Jane Hoyer
Richard & Jean Ann Hughes
Greta & Bill Hurst
M.I.
Esther Ikoro
Bob & Michelle Ingersoll
Jan & Ron Ivkovich
Victoria Jackson
Karen & Andrew Jacobs
Jonathan Janott & Don Hermann
Douglas & Diane Johnson
Rosemary Jones

Barbara June
Robert & Janet Kallberg
James Kartheiser &  
 Katherine Kennedy-Kartheiser
Linda & Bruce Kaskel
John & Joanne Keefe
Catherine & Stephen Kelso
Paul Kent
Kregg Kiel
Al & Nadra Kissman
Renee Kivikko
Michael Koch-Weser &  
 Kristin Vondruska
Jason & Michelle Kropp
John & Justine Krsul
Ken & Karen Kuchar
Cristy & David Laier
Steven Lewis
Frederick & Maureen Lighthall
Elizabeth Lindau & Jeff Dunlap
Alex Lippitt
Bill Lucas
Bruce & Carole Magnuson
Mike & Connie Magnuson
Ronald & Marlene Magnuson
Matt & Carol Martin
Cyndi Maxey
Peggy McGrath
John McKee
Diana Meckley
Ernest Melichar
Laura Metzger
Joseph & Marilyn Miller
Mr. & Mrs. Warren Miller
Ken Morrison & Kathleen  
 Hogan Morrison
Janice Muhr
Jack Murchie & Carol Becker
Thomas Myers & Jeffrey Ramsey
Victor & Nancy Myers
Joanne Nadelhoffer
Scott & Lindsay Namestnik
Nancy Needles
Tom & Brooke Nelson
Fred & Nancy Nemacheck
John Nerges
Mark & Susan Nystuen
Susan Link Olsen
Paul Oostenbrug
Cathy White O’Rourke
Mary Oyer
Alan Palmer & Bill Lindblom
Cindi & Gary Papendick
John Parapetti
Benjamin & Barbara Parker
Caroline Parsons
Karen & George Petraitis
Jim Petry
Kurt & Pauline Philipps-Zabel
Bette Pierman
Bonnie & Ken Pletcher
Kenneth & Cyndy Priest
Patricia Putnam
Jack Raba & Suzanne Muellman
Scott & Grace Rappe
Ravi Ricker & Cheryl Noel
Karen Ristau
River Valley Garden Club
L. Vern & Sally Robinson
Arne Rode
Paul Rook
Jeffrey Ross
Diane Rubin
Harold & Margo Russell
Vicki Kayser Rugo
Susan & Marty Sandstrom
John Satalic & Diane Aigotti
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Schaffer
Nancy & Walter Schamu

Patricia & Dick Schnadig
Judy Scully
Barb & Gary Senner
Charles & Judith Shepard
Albin & Barbara Sikora
Nancy Sheila Simonian
David & Jennifer Sims
Lewis & Ellen Smith
C. Richard Spurgin
Marilyn & Ralph Starenko
Janet Stein
Gina Stevenson & Janice Vondrasek
Houston & Diana Stokes
Dr. & Mrs. Lee H. Strohl
Kingman & Linda Strohl
Paul & Anne Stumpf
Tom Suffredin
Timothy Sullivan, DVM &  
 Mike Humphrey
Gib Surles 
Karen & Tom Tarpley
Priscilla ten Hagen
Jaques & Kendra Theriot
John & Susan Tingle
Nancy Trainor
Pat & Diane Underwood
Dean & Renee Vallas
Paul & Marjorie Valliere
Paul & Susan Van Nice
Tana Vaughan & Don Meyer
James & Lorraine Veldman
Everett & Tamara Vokes
William Wagner
Bob & Vickie Wagner
Nancy & Richard Waichler
Walter Wang
Barbara Warren
Mary Jane Welter
Donna Wetzler & William Webb
Judith Wheeler
Joyce White
Mary & Jim White
Paula & Philip White, Jr.
Thomas White & Lynn Taylor
Lawrence & Felicia Wilhelm
Harvey Wolf
Judy Wright
LaVerne Zeiger
Amy Zimmerman

Donors whose names appear in 
italics made a gift in memory or 
in honor of someone. Please go to 
our website to see the complete 
Honoraria and Memorial gifts list: 
chikamingopenlands.org/honoraria-
and-memorials

**Please note that Barn Benefit 
ticket purchases are not included in 
the donor listing.

Business Members

Blue Heron Ministries
C&A Arborists
Cardno
David’s Delicatessen & Coffee
Edgewater Bank
Falatic’s Meat Market
George Lucas, RE/MAX Harbor Country
Graham Services
Great Lakes Scientific
Greenbush Brewing Company
Hearthwoods Ltd., Inc.
Hoerr Schaudt Landscape Architects
Horizon Bank
Hutter & Associates
Kruggel Lawton CPA
Luisa’s Cafe
Maureen Culp, RE/MAX Harbor Country

Meridian Title
Millie’s Antiques
New Buffalo Explored
New Buffalo Savings Bank
Orbis Environmental Consulting
The Pizzo Group 
Prism Science and Technology
Ramer Products
Red Arrow Roadhouse
Rob Gow & Chris Pfauser, Berkshire  
  Hathaway|KoenigRubloff Realty Group
Schwartz Law Office, PLC
The Vickers Theatre
The Victoria Inn
Dr. Kyle L. Vonk, DDS
Whistle Stop Grocery

Barn Benefit Partners

Thanks to our very generous host:
Granor Farm

Thanks to our Lead Sponsor
New Buffalo Explored

Sponsors
C&A Arborists
Prism Science and Technology
Blue Heron Ministries
Cardno
Rob Gow & Chris Pfauser,  
 Berkshire Hathaway|KoenigRubloff  
 Realty Group
Horizon Bank
George Lucas
Orbis Environmental Consulting
The Pizzo Group
Ramer Products 
Whistle Stop Grocery
Karen & Bruce Gear
Kruggel, Lawton CPA 
Maureen Culp, RE/MAX Harbor Country
Red Arrow Roadhouse
Meridian Title 

Auction Donors 
Rachel Collins, Flagship Specialty  
 Foods & Fish Market
The Dunes Club
Equilibrium Fitness
Granor Farm
Greenbush Brewing Company
Mak Salon & Spa
Adam Marton
Mesa Luna
Newberry Library
Elizabeth Nuti
Jack Pizzo
Red Arrow Ride
Philip Rosborough 
Sawyer Garden Center
Janet & Bob Schuttler
Mary Strahota
The Terrace Room
Tri-Koebel Farms
Jeanie & Peter Van Nice

  

It was a delight to see the big yellow school 
bus full of fifth graders trundle down East 
Road to meet us at Robinson Woods Preserve 
for our second year of Mighty Acorns field 
studies this fall. We’d met most of these 
children as fourth graders during our first year 
running this environmental education program, 
and we were excited to have them back here. 
They were excited too. “I can’t WAIT to get 
back into the woods!” exclaimed one boy as  
he came off the bus. 

But perhaps we should let Ava, a student in 
Sherrie Bender’s fifth grade class at River 
Valley Elementary School, tell her version of 
their return to Robinson Woods. After their 
outing this past fall, Sherrie had her students 
write stories about the field study, from the 
perspective of a plant or animal that makes 
the preserve its home. Ava wrote hers from 
the point of view of an American beech tree—
here’s an excerpt:

“It was an incredible day at Robinson Woods. 
All the beautiful birds were chirping. Suddenly 
a yellow spaceship drove up with all these little 
two footed monsters! They were talking to 
these older monsters. I was wondering what 
they were talking about. Could they be talking 

about me? I had the urge to go up there, but  
I’m a tree so how am I supposed to move? 

The little monsters started walking, the older 
split them up into three groups. The first group I 
saw were picking up the invasive plants.  
I was so glad they were doing that for Robinson 
Woods. It made me so happy!!!!“

Sherrie says that this creative writing exercise 
helps the students reflect on their field study, and 
look at what they saw and learned differently. 
“They’re looking at nature from nature’s point of 
view,” she says. “It also gets them thinking about 
human impact on the environment.” 

We love to see the Mighty Acorns kids grow 
more and more engaged with nature and 
knowledgeable about their local ecosystems. 
“Their science lessons are much more 
meaningful when they learn in the field,” says 
Sherrie. Best of all, the students’ stewardship 
work creates a connection to the land they 
are caring for. “When the kids give back to 
the land in this way, they develop a sense of 
responsibility for it,” she says. “You can tell that 
they feel like it’s ‘their place’, in a way.”  And it’s 
that connection to the land that helps ensure a 
bright future for conservation in our community.

 

Chikaming Open Lands wishes to acknowledge the following individuals and organizations for their generous support and 
assistance. Gifts listed were received January 1, 2017 through December 31, 2017.  Note that in the event of multiple 
gifts, they have been totaled within the related sections.  Please accept our sincere apologies for any unintentional errors 
or omissions and let us know by calling (269) 405-1006 or emailing us at COL@chikamingopenlands.org so that we may 
correct future listings.

Dear Members and Friends of Chikaming Open Lands,

Chikaming Open Lands 2017 Income

Chikaming Open Lands 2017 Expenses
Nature Preserves:       $2,032,424
Unrestricted Funds:   $260,406
Depreciable Fixed 
Assets:                         $258,795

Dec. 31, 2016               $4,622,464
Net  Assets

Dec. 31, 2017                $4,775,274
Net  Assets

Change in Net Assets   $152,810

Contributions:
Individuals 
& Businesses
Grant Income:
Earned Income:
Gain on
Investments:

TOTAL

$401,527

$136,170
$7,121

$186,999

$731,817

* Salaries are distributed 
between categories in relation 
to areas of responsibility

Program Services:
Management and
General:
Fundraising:

TOTAL

$360,961

$141,528
$73,130

$575,619

Restricted to Land 
Protection, 
Stewardship, and 
Outreach Activities:  $ 827,507

Board Designated 
Endowment Fund:     $1,396,141

Program Services, 
Including Day-to-Day 
Operations and Costs 
Incurred for Land 
Protection, Stewardship 
and Outreach Activities

Fundraising, Including 
Materials in Support 
of Raising Funds

Management and General

Contributions: Individuals 
and Businesses

Gain on Investments

Earned Income

Grant Income

Figures are under audit at time of press. Audited 2017 financial statements will be available for review upon request once complete.

2017 Donor ListingsWhen the kids give back 
to the land in this way, 
they develop a sense of 

responsibility for it.

“
“

The staff and board of Chikaming Open Lands are pleased to share with you 
this Annual Report for 2017.  This is our opportunity to let you know how 
we’re doing and to thank you for your generosity over the year.  As you will see, 
we have much to be excited about and we have many to thank. 

One accomplishment that spans beyond last year is the growing number of 
properties your generosity has helped Chikaming Open Lands protect and 

make available to the public. Last year we added the 35-acre Merritt Family Preserve in Chikaming 
Township and the year before that, the 12-acre Turtle Creek Preserve in New Buffalo.  Both of 
these properties are comprised of beautiful, high quality woods and wetlands.  Additionally,  Turtle 
Creek features significant hiking trails, and a trail system is being developed for the Merritt  
Family Preserve. 

Another preserve added in recent years is Flynn Woods – a 35-acre parcel that will be enhanced 
during 2018 with the addition of a picnic shelter, parking lot, potable water, and repair station for 
bicycles.  With its proximity to our 80-acre Robinson Woods, this will soon become a veritable 
outdoor classroom supporting our Mighty Acorns program – and a haven for bicyclists and hikers.  

I invite you to visit our preserves.  Take a friend, take your family – or enjoy the solitude of a 
beautiful nature walk by yourself.  These places are there for all to enjoy, and your continuing 
support makes that possible.  Thank you!

 
Linda Puvogel 
President, Board of Directors
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